MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Between

The University of Tennessee

And

Makerere University

This Memorandum of Understanding made the 30th of September 2004 between Makerere University of P.O. Box 7062 Kampala, Uganda, and the University of Tennessee, United States, witnesses as follows:

Background

The Makerere University East African School of Library and Information Science (EASLIS) and the University of Tennessee School of Information Sciences (SIS) will begin to develop a partnership to promote the sharing of knowledge, exchange of information and experiences, and mutual agreeable initiatives that support and strengthen the educational and research goals of both Schools. Both Universities understand that the activities of this partnership (travel and the expenses of individual projects) will be funded through private and public source grants while expertise will be shared in a cooperative spirit.

Makerere University is one of the oldest Universities in sub-Saharan Africa, with an undisputed record of academic excellence, inter-university cooperation, and research collaboration.

Makerere University recognizes that the goals of research, teaching, and service can best be archived through strong inter-university partnership with first-class world Universities.

The University of Tennessee is a major United States (US) comprehensive research university and shares Makerere University’s commitment to strong inter-university partnerships in order to achieve research, teaching and service goals.

The University of Tennessee is committed to outreach activities in the community, state, nation, and the world, and recognizes the value of international intellectual exchange.

Preamble

Aware of the increasing interdependence of nations in the pursuit of solutions to common human problems, and that the students and academic staff of both the EASLIS and SIS can benefit from each other.

Aware of the need for students and scholars from Africa and the United States to meet and gain understanding of these common human problems.

Convinced that, in this regard, that the EASLIS and SIS are determined to play a major role in the development of information professionals who will contribute to international cooperation and the solution of common human problems.

Considering that provision of academic and vocational education, and the development of sustainable research into issues of information and its role in building community is essential to the development of any country.

Considering that all countries can be regarded as developing countries,

Recognizing that information that the people Uganda and the United States have much to learn from each other and that the students and academic staff of the EASLIS and SIS can play a major role in facilitating and strengthening the relations between the two countries.

Now therefore, the authorities of the SIS, University of Tennessee, located in Knoxville, Tennessee and the EASLIS, Makerere University, located in Kampala, Uganda have decided to formalize a memorandum of understanding under the following articles of agreement, in order to facilitate activities of research and education as a means of improving information and library services in both countries, contributing to Uganda’s national capacity for sustainable development, and contributing to the United States’ capacity for providing its information professionals with an awareness of issues beyond its borders and the relevance of those issues to American professional practice.

Article I

Basic Institutional Data

1.
Project Title

Pursuing Academic Excellence Across Boarders: The EASLIS/SIS Mutual Development Project.

2.
Expected Starting Date

September 2004

3.
Duration


Three years, with possible renewal

4.
Areas of Cooperative Activity

The areas of cooperation shall include:

a) Research in areas of the role of information and communications in preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS; the relation between ICT’s and development; national and international information policy

b) Academic staff and student, formal and informal exchange programs 

c) Development of Library and Information Science (LIS) Education

d) Development of EASLIS’s distance education capacity

e) Consideration of other projects 



5.
Action Plan
Representatives of the University of Tennessee’s SIS, will visit Makerere University’s EASLIS to initiate discussions of mutually beneficial future projects and participate in preliminary education, research, and policy workshops. At a future date representatives(s) of Makerere University’s EASLIS will visit the University of Tennessee to continue the work. Exchanges of appropriate academic staff and students from either School will depend on the availability of funding.

6. 
Names and Contact Address of the Collaborating Institutions

The University of Tennessee, School of Information Sciences


Dr. Douglas Raber


Associate Professor and Interim Director


School of Information Sciences


University of Tennessee


Knoxville, TN 379960341


Email: rabad@utk.edu

Phone: 865.974.2148


Fax: 865.974.4967


Makerere University, East African School of Library and Information Science


Dr. Isaac Kigongo-Bukenya


Associate Professor and Director


East African School of Library and Information Science


Makerere University 


P.O. Box 7062


Kampala Uganda


Email: ikbukenya@easlis.mak.ac.ug

Phone: 256.41.531.530; Mbl. 075699266


Fax: 256.41.530134

7.
Project Staffing/ Personnel

7.1 Chief Executive Officers (CEO)

The Director of EASLIS and SIS sill be the chief coordinators of the projects that will be taken up from time to time. They will also have the responsibility of managing the relationship between SIS, EASLIS and the key stakeholders in Uganda and USA. They may delegate responsibility to suitable academic staff as need would arise.

Article II

Project Description

1.1
Research

The academic staff of EASLIS and SIS will collaborate on research into the role of information and information agencies in Uganda’s successful efforts to prevent the spread of HIV/ AIDS. Dr. Kendra Albright, assisted by Mr. Dick Kawooya and with preliminary funding from SIS ahs already begun this work. During the summer of 2004 (July – August), Dr. Albright employed Makerere University graduates, some from EASLIS, under the direction of Mr. Kawooya, as research assistants. The collaboration was very successful, producing important data and preliminary results. In the future, it is planned to integrate such field activities into EASLIS curriculum planning and employing EASLIS students as research assistants. Dr. Albright has applied for a US National Institute of health grant to continue and expand this research. Other sources of external funding are being explored. The goals of this project include:

a) Engage EASLIS academic staff in the research as co-principal investigators;

b) Engage and provide financial support for EASLIS students as research assistants;

c) Documents and demonstrate Uganda’s unique approach to the crisis of HIV/AIDS as a model for other countries to follow.

1.2
LIS Education

The academic staff of EASLIS and SIS will collaborate on projects related to LIS curriculum development and distance education. Both Schools face the task of educating students who for a variety of reasons cannot attend classes on campus.

EASLIS has the potential to reach out beyond the boarders of Uganda and serve as a source of education for the information professionals throughout Africa. Students at both Schools can benefit from instruction provided by academic staff at both schools. The goals of this project include:

a) Explore the feasibility of distance education delivery by EASLIS to other African institutions and between EASLIS and SIS

b) Determine the optimal methods for providing distance education

c) Explore possibilities of faculty/ student exchange between EASLIS and SIS

d) Seek out funding from external sources, for example the Carnegie Foundation to support these projects

1.3 Service and Policy
EASLIS and SIS have mutual interest in providing informed and professional service to their communities and to the citizens of their respective countries. The academic staff regard the provision of services on the basis of their expertise to be an obligation.

To that end the academic staff of EASLIS and SIS will collaborate to provide workshops on issues of national and international information policy. The goals of this project include:

a) Contribution to informed discussion of the implications of the WIPO intellectual property regime;

b) Contribution to informed property Agreements;

c) Contribution top the development of intellectual property legislation in Uganda

2.
Expected Results

The partnership between the University of Tennessee SIS and the Makerere University EASLIS will explore the feasibility of establishing mutually beneficial cooperation in the areas of research, teaching and service and pursue initiatives that may lead to joint funding of future projects and joint publications of research. Through the partnership, a program of developing and enhancing the faculty and students of both EASLIS and SIS will be carried out.

3.
Target Beneficiaries

The targeted beneficiaries are:

a) Makerere University, its students, academic staff and other staff;

b) The University of Tennessee and its students, faculty and staff

Article III

Funding of the Project

At this time, Makerere University’s EASLIS and the University of Tennessee’s SIS come together in a spirit of cooperation and each partner will contribute funds to the project as they can. A major goal of this collaboration is to provide the basis for seeking external funding from national governments and national and international public and private organizations to continue to fund and develop the partnership.

Duration

This agreement will be valid for a period of three years from the date of final signature by both parties.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF THE DULY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PARTIES HERE TO HAVE AFFIXED THEIR HANDS THE YEAR ABOVE WRITTEN

________________________________ ________________________________

Professor Livingston S. Luboobi, Anne Mayhew

VICE-CHANCELLOR VICE-CHANCELLOR

MAKERERE UNIVERSITY THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE

Date:___________________________


Date:____________________________

_______________________________


________________________________

Associate Professor Isaac Kigongo-Bukenya

Associate Professor Douglas Raber

DIRECTOR, EASLIS




INTERIM DIRECTOR, SIS

Date____________________________


Date:____________________________
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