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I. Introduction

A. Topic Description

For the existing KORRnet or DiscoverET.org website, develop an IORP for presenting community-based information that provides a comprehensive assessment and evaluation of the existing informational organization and representation and suggest recommendations for improvements and alternative design solutions. Do a case-analysis of existing content and representation scheme(s) for another selected community network and provide comparison-contrast analysis. Your IORP should include study of existing collection of website listings on various subjects and analysis of classification scheme(s) used for representation of information, amongst other aspects. Also, identify existing elements in the IR system that is used and include existing metadata schemes, menu options, and searching capabilities in your analysis. 

B. Project Goals

· To examine DiscoverET.org and provide recommendations for improvements and alternative design solutions.

· To conduct a case-analysis of existing content and representation scheme(s) for DiscoverET.org and another community network.

· To provide a comparison-contrast analysis of DiscoverET.org and another community network chosen by the group.

· Analyze other community networks, to provide examples of good and bad organization of a community network website.

· Identify metadata schemes, menu options and searching capabilities within the existing IR system of DiscoverET.org.

C. Members

Sara McCormick

Reuben “Andy” Madson

Thomas Mosley
Connie Steigenga

II. Specific tasks that are distributed among members

Tasks:

· Project Goals, Sara, Tom, Connie 

· Compile lists of community network websites – Sara, Tom
· Select from the complete list of websites 5-10 to be further analyzed - Sara

· Analyze two community network websites, and compile list of category breakdown – Sara (2), Andy (1), Tom (2), Connie (2)

· From the websites we broke down, pick one to do a comparison with DiscoverET.org – Sara, Tom, Connie

· Discuss changes that we would like to see in DiscoverET.org – Sara, Tom, Connie

· Discuss criteria to build recommendations – Sara, Tom, Connie

· Devise a color palette for DiscoverET.org – Connie

· Research a more effective calendar program for DiscoverET.org – Connie

· Work on placement of features on DiscoverET.org – Sara

· Indexing of subjects on DiscoverET.org – Tom

· Table of Contents and physical project documentation – Connie

· Group Journal – Tom

· Meeting Minutes – Tom, Connie

· Glossary of web terms used in this project – Connie

· Creation of Online Portfolio Pages – Tom
· Creation of PowerPoint Presentation for class handouts and presentation – Connie
· Wrote short narratives about each of the seven websites chosen listing good/bad/ugly aspects of each website – All 
· Wrote 1-3 page narrative comparing DiscoverET.org to Fairnet – Andy

· Documented reasons for choosing website to look at further – Sara

· Create design solutions based on recommendations – Connie (color, calendar), Sara (layout), Tom (content), Andy (search capabilities)

· Document own conclusions and experiences based on project and class topics – All
· Website samples, screenshots – Connie

III. The final product plus description and examples

A. IORP for presenting community-based information 
i. Comprehensive assessment and evaluation of the existing informational organization and representation
  
The page is pretty straight forward in layout, using simple graphics and concentrating on textual information features.  It provides a combination of linking capabilities, text, buttons, text fields and indexes that allow the user to navigate from the home page to various layers of the web.  The text is generally easy to read and the web itself has limited dynamic capabilities, in that text size on the page can be adjusted through the browser tool bar and the size of the page itself can be modified to fit the size of the monitor by changing the size of the browser window.

  
The page appears to be set up using a column structure.  After the head of the page, that features a nice logo, the search features, and a sponsor space, and a row of button links, the page is divided into four columns.  The first column is an index column that provides links to everything on the web, the default is the closed index and there is a link at the home index button that opens all inks.  The indexes allow the user to navigate the majority of the web from the left column.  The second and third columns list categories of items found on the web in larger type.  The fourth column provides another space for sponsorship logos.  In both the top of the page and the fourth column space provided for logos the sponsor logo changes each time the page refreshes.

  
The page has a space at the bottom that is apparently used for seasonal graphics.  We found a Thanksgiving salutation, just above the “back to top” link.  At the bottom of the page, as part of the web template, there is another series of buttons and identification information for Discover ET.  The links take the user to the same locations on the page as the links in the index buttons, the links in the buttons at top of the top of the page, and, albeit vicariously, the links in the two columns of text based links.

  
Herein lie some of the page lay-out that seems to be open to suggestion for improvement or at least rethinking.  On the home page there are as many as four places to access the Calendar or Events Calendar, the Directory, the News & Weather, Opinion, Services, Sponsorships, About Us and Members…there are also multiple locations to contact the organization, view new links and find out how to participate.  There are two places to sign up for the electronic newsletter.

  
There are only single points for accessing Member News, viewing the newest links, Discovering ET the organization news, seeing a list of Sponsors, learning how to volunteer and donate, and taking a site survey.

  
There may be room on this web to make adjustment in order to make room for areas of growth the organization has indicated it would like to consider, and to streamline some of space used to make it easier for users to navigate.  The ability to navigate is certainly an advantage.  At some point a determination can be made as to what users use and what they don’t.  The page doesn’t display the results of the survey so users don’t have an idea of the impact their response makes on DiscoverET.  If the results are minimal, it could be that changes in the page won’t have that much impact, and announced changes to the page lay-out will provide users with time to anticipate the change.

 
 The features on the page need a general tightening up – everything shouldn’t lead to the same place – the space can display better use of the resources at hand, encouraging participation by individual users and recruiting sponsors with some simple placement changes.

  When you go to the Directory the Index tool on the left frame (column) and the Category fields in the center two columns of the page list the subsets of the category classifications.  The hitch is the categories don’t match – 

  
The index begins with a tool box that lets the user know how to add links and report dead ones…maybe not the best foot forward, maybe those could go at the bottom of this grouping.  The next choices in the index are the Major Categories, and they are just not the same Major Categories that are listed on the page next to them.  The same information appears on the page, in both places, but they are so located so as to appear to be the same in virtually the same place. It is because of the manner they are ordered, the index is alphabetically arranged and the textually arranged groupings of the Directory are categorized by subject, then subsets are linked in those subject areas.  It is a complete set of information but if I have the index open and I look from the index to the textual grouping of the categories I get very confused because things are not naturally located…the sense of where they should be on the visual plane is confused.  Maybe it’s just me.

  
Overall the indexing on the site is very user friendly.  It follows a consistent form of Subject, subset, sub-subset and more refined identification until a particular item is located.  The cross referencing from one location to another is perhaps too good to be good.  One particular problem has to do with one of the more current/popular forms of communication – Blogs (web logs) – it took about twenty minutes to find it, and I found it because I was going through a look-see of the site, not because the site told me that they had links to this new and growing form of citizen forum.  It might be an item that gets set closer to the front, like the next two items.   At the very bottom of the index and at the very bottom of the Business and Government section of the last subject area of the categories on the directory page (lower right hand corner placement), there is a link to the Yellow Pages.  If anything needs to be closer to the top of a service web, it is this link.  Both, user and sponsor, new and old businesses, newcomer and born and raised Tennesseans can use a good Yellow Page reference at some point in time.  It is a ready reference item; it needs to close at hand.  To add to that, the top of the page that links to the Yellow Pages is a note that indicates there is an alphabetical listing for everything in the Directory.  Generally, alphabetical listings are not as efficient as other search options.  Unless you know what you are looking for, at which time an alphabetical search is might handy.  It might be that this alphabetic search option for entities in the directory would be handy for someone who knows the name of something but is not sure how it might be listed.  Has this ever happened to you?  This link, too, should be closer to the home page, more readily available, easier to find.

Recommendations & Alternative Design Solutions
Organization of Events Calendar


The current layout of the community calendar is set up in a very long list. They are divided out into single day events, and multi-day events. While there is the option to search for an event, if I just wanted to browse through the events, I could not find a way to browse events after those listed on the initial calendar page. I am proposing the use of a calendar program to better organize their events in a more manageable view. This can be done by changing the current format or using an open source program like described below.

This calendar program that I found is open source code that can be used by any person or group within their website. All that is required is the use of PHP and SQL, both of which Discover ET currently use. The default view can be set up to show either a monthly, weekly, or daily view. There is also an option of a yearly view, for which I don’t have a screenshot. If there are many events for one day, it may be possible for the calendar to shift to use the current setup available on the DiscoverET website. This calendar can easily be set up to use as an events calendar, and the webmaster can have complete control over colors, setup, users as well as other options such as requiring approval before events appear on the public calendar. Also, from a user standpoint I find this calendar program much more appealing. The program's website is here: http://www.k5n.us/webcalendar.php and there's a wiki about it here: http://www.k5n.us/dokuwiki/doku.php. There is also an integrated entry form included with this program that can be tailored for use with a community events calendar. 
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Here is an example from a German community website that uses this program for their events calendar. To see an example of how this calendar can be used as a public event calendar visit this site: http://www.rrc-freilassing.de/kalender/month.php, it is in German, but you will still be able to see the many features available. As you can see there are three different tabs on this entry form, that includes the details of the event, participants, and if this is a repeating event…how often does it repeat. Any and all of these areas within the entry form can be changed and molded to fit the needs of DiscoverET’s own calendar. While we don’t feel it is necessary to change the entire program, we feel it would be useful to have a variety of formats available from which the user can choose. 
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This program can be set up so that events can be added by anyone, but must be approved by an administrator before it will appear on the calendar. By having approval of events, this will cut down on the possibility of spam showing up on the web calendar. There are also help files that accompany this program to help users (both the public and webmasters) in utilizing this program.
Color Palette Recommendations
They already have some very nice colors on their website, but the way in which these colors are used can sometimes be either unnoticeable or unappealing. I have prepared a color palette, which I feel would be best for use throughout their site. I took the dark green from their logo for use as a main green, and created two lighter shades along the same spectrum…the lightest of which we would like to see as an overall background color. Their current site has an odd way of using color behind their logo and across the top and side menus. While contrast is important, this can be achieved in other ways besides in black and white. The side menu already used the light yellow I have as the lightest of these yellows, but the darker yellow they use as a mouse over color, I would like to see changed from the mustard color, to this somewhat brighter yellow. The main text should stay black, with these other suggested colors being used sparingly throughout the remainder of the website. As you may have noticed, the layout of our presentation slides follows this proposed color scheme, as you can see the black text stands out nicely on the light green background, and the color is light enough so not to distract from the content of the page. While these proposed colors are only a recommendation, we would strongly suggest uniformity throughout the entire website through the use of a color palette.
My recommendations:
 [image: image1]Keep the dark green in the logo (#3C6644), but change the pale mint color that is present in the header to a pale yellow-green (#F1FADF). 
Have the entire website’s background be this pale yellow-green, contrast is good with the black and white but we recommend a slightly off white color, in this case yellow green.

The links in the side menu should mirror the color palette of the website.

These are the colors I recommend for use throughout the entire website:

PRIMARY PALETTE

GREENS:
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  #F1FADF

   #BCE4C3

   #3C6644


YELLOWS:
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  #FFFFCC

    #FFFF61

GREYS:
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  #000000

  #666666

  #CCCCCC

  #E9E9E9

SECONDARY PALETTE

REDS:
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  #660000

  #990000

  #C18F8A

  #F3E7E7

BROWNS:
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  #928258

  #CDBE96

  #EEE4CB

PURPLES:
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  #725892

  #BFA8DB

  #EADEFA

Search function assessment (Sara)

- No recommendations for misspelled words (counselling vs. counseling).  Counseling (spelled correctly) in the E.T. Directory search, yielded one hit, to a webpage for small business services and counseling.  I then tried psychiatric counseling, which yielded the same one hit for small businesses.   I looked in the “search tips” page but there were no instructions on how to search for a phrase.  I then checked in the directory (health and fitness < mental health) and found that there are links to sites which deal with psychiatric counseling.  I also noticed that some outside links have a short description, while some do not.  I believe that the descriptions are written by the group linked to, not anyone with the website (some of them have logos, for example, which seems to indicate this).  The descriptive function might be put to better use by using it for all links and including possible index words determined by DET (in other words, the descriptive metadata (class content) might be improved.)   Of course, they might not have the resources to do this.   (In the help file, it states that searching the directory allows you to search any word in the site descriptions, as well as the names and the URLs.  This may be somewhat misleading if some sites have no descriptions.)


Searching DiscoverET.org (powered by Google) instead of the directory does search the content of the sites linked to, and returned quite a few relevant sites for the sample search.  This also searched the directory.  This was a much more helpful search, but the directory search is the default.  

The directory has two potentially helpful features that I don’t recall seeing elsewhere:  sort by county and filter by county.  These could be useful for a page with a lot of links.  

Search function assessment (Andy)
There are a variety of features that aid in searching the DiscoverET website, but the most prominent is an open search field placed on the upper right hand side of the page just below the sponsorship graphics.  This search field offers three options to someone using the site.  By simply clicking on a circle next to the search field, one has access first to the ET Directory, secondly to a Google browser that provides internal searching of the DiscoverET website, and lastly what is simply labeled Internet, which allows one to do a normal Google web search for information outside of that contained at the DiscoverET site.  

The ET Directory option is the default search field for this site which is problematic for a number of reasons.  One would think that given the name ET Directory that this search function would facilitate easy access to information found within the site’s main directory but attempts to use very basic category or topic headings actually found in the sites main directory often brought up a lot of false hits or no information at all.  For instance, one of the categories under Arts and Entertainment is Cinema but if you use it as a search term in the ET directory you are informed there are no entries matching your search phrase.  Similarly if you were to do a search just for the term “art” you’ll be surprised that among the first ten hits retrieved were a prominent local African-American civic group, three medical associations, the Democratic Party of Anderson County and the Anderson County sheriffs department.  One member of the group tried a search using the word counseling and received only one hit which was for an organization called SCORE Knoxville which offers consulting services to businessmen and entrepreneurs and after adding the “psychiatric” to clarify her search query nevertheless ended up retrieving the same business oriented site.  

By comparison, the Google driven DiscoverET.org search function was much easier to use and better able to bring up more relevant information, especially information found organized within the main directory.  In fact, several searches were done using subject or category terms and most brought us directly to the page for each category and the index of related websites within each category.  In terms of the Internet search function it is a nice addition to the site and although it appearance is fairly generic it does allow users to visit DiscoverET but gives them a good and familiar browser to look outside the site whenever it is needed.

It is also worth mentioning what instructional features and “search tip” features are available for users having trouble search.  Overall, it appears not much effort has gone into creating any sort of instructional features.  If one clicks on the Search Tips link near the above mentioned searching field you are taken to a page that basically does three things: it lays out what each search feature should do, suggests other ways of searching using shortcut links depending on in a given situation (ex: check calendar for events or go to the Find the Category page) and a page listing a variety of popular search engines and directories outside of the website.  About the discernible instruction on how to change your search or search more effectively is relegate to the error page that comes up if your search fails and much of that advice consists of checking your spelling, perhaps using quotation marks, or rethinking your choice of words.  The most useful part of this page is the link to a special Find the Category page that lays out in quite impressive detail how the directory is indexed and all the category terms from A-Z and provides links under each category or classification.  

Suggestions:  The DiscoverET website does an impressive job of organizing a very large number of websites and electronic content and making it available to its users, but it can do more to improve the search functions available to those users.  It looks impressive, but it might be worth rethinking whether one needs three search functions especially if one of those options, in this case the ET Directory, is not very effective at bringing up relevant and useful information.  Much of the problem with the ET Directory seems related to a very basic metadata structure that only takes into account all names in the directory, their corresponding URLs and any word in the site descriptions.  Since it appears that most of these descriptive features are created by the groups that submit them there is a lack of uniformity and the scheme as it is provides very unfocused retrieval results as noted above.  This site could probably get by with just the DiscoverET.org and Internet search features as well as better access to the Find A Category search page which is far better at describing and retrieving information then the ET Directory, although perhaps if more descriptive metadata were used the ET Directory might be salvageable.  

Furthermore, we recommend that more be done to provide better and more useful information about how to do searches, what works best given a particular situation and more information about how the various search functions work.  Some form of interactive tutorial would be ideal but failing that any effort made to update the search tip pages can only help provide better services to your users and make their visit to DiscoverET.org a more pleasant experience.

Layout (Sara)
Overall


There are some excellent qualities about the main substance of the information presented in DiscoverET, such as the classification system.  However, there are some problems in how that information is laid out on the page.  At first glance, the home page of DET is simply quite busy. The content of the home page can be almost all seen “above the fold,” or all in one screen, which is positive; the user doesn’t run the risk of missing information that is further down the page.  However, too much information has been tried to be fitted into this space.  There are three menus on the perimeter of the page, and the substance of the page itself contains, as of 11/22/05, nine separate topics, each with a few words about it and at least one link.  A lot of these links can be easily found in the menus, and information that could be quite useful (for example, the links for first-time members) gets lost in everything else.   Another consideration here (and throughout the site) is that there is a lot of unused white space on the right hand side of the pages, which is sort of anchored at the outside of the page by the sponsor advertisements, which are pushed right to the extreme outside edge of the page.  I will talk some more about both of these points (menu repetition and white space) in the recommendations sections.  


 There are some problems with repetition throughout the site; for example, there are five links to the main calendar page on the front page of DET.  In a site that has so much information to make available, some of this space could be better used for something else.  There is some more on repetition in the Menu section.

Menus


There are three menus on the front page, one at the top, one on the left-hand side, and one on the bottom. The access points in all the menus are identical, except that the top menu does not have a “Help” button and the other two do. The menu options in each menu do not always take the user to the same page, even when the title of the access point is the same.  “Calendar” in the top and left-hand menu takes you to a version of the calendar which has a search feature at the top of it, followed by the Single Day Events listing.  “Calendar” in the bottom menu takes you to a calendar without the search feature.  Sometimes the metadata used in the menu to identify the page which is linked gives cause for confusion.  For example, the “News and Weather” menu option takes you to a page with five links on it; one of which is to an “Around the Region” category, which seems to be a bit of a catch-all for things that don’t go elsewhere; such as new directory links, menus for local restaurants, a gas price tracker, etc.  All of these are potentially very useful links, but it’s not intuitive that they could be found under a “News and Weather” heading.  The same “News and Weather” page has a link to member news, which could probably be found more easily if it were in the “Members” section.  


A feature of the menus is that the access points in the left-hand menu change depending on what page you’re on, except for the pages for “Home” (obviously), “Help,” and “Contact Us.”   On all the other subject pages, the menu both contracts, to list only “Home,” “Help,” “Contact Us,” and the particular subject for that page; and expands under the specific subject heading to give a hyperlinked index of what can be found on that page.  This is an interesting idea, but it can sometimes be unnecessarily repetitious: in the “Directory,” “News and Weather,” and “Opinion” pages, there are links to everything found in the extended menu right beside it on the page.  Other times, it appears to be used in place of information that should go on a page.  In all the subject pages but the three above-mentioned,  there are extended menu options which aren’t listed anywhere on the actual page at all; and on the “About Us” page, the page only contains two sentences, one briefly describing what KORRNet and DET are, and the other directing the user to refer to the menu for more information.  Other than that, the entire page is blank.  

Font size/Uniformity


Another layout concern, and one that almost immediately catches the eye, has to do with font size and uniformity.  It was commented on by the group that the best way to view this page is in a browser which allows you to change – specifically, to increase – the font size.  The size of the top menu options appear to be about an eight- or nine-point font, as are the search options in the right-hand corner.   The font of the menu at the bottom is even smaller, while the left-hand menu is larger – a more readable size, although still a bit small for some.  

Recommendations 


DiscoverET has a great amount of information available on its website.  It can be very difficult to make all this information readily available to anyone who wants to find it, and still maintain a clean, easy-to-use, easy-to-see website.  There are a few recommendations that our group formulated that might help this problem some.  One is to make more use of the white spaces on the front page and throughout the site.  On the front page, the sponsor information and “Did You Know” boxes, which change each time the page is refreshed, could both be put at the top of the page – perhaps with the site tips in a more central position and the sponsors in the right-hand corner.  This would free almost a fourth of the page, which could be used to make the information on the page more accessible or easier to read.   The “About Us” page – which is often the first place people go when they want to see what an organization is and what it’s for, etc.  – is almost all white space, except for two sentences.  A user has to go into one or more of the menu options to discover what the mission of DET is.  A mission statement – basically what’s already in the “Overview” section of “About Us” – should go right up on the front of this page, possibly with some basic more information that’s put on separate pages.   There’s really quite a lot of information available in “About Us,” but on first viewing the page it seems like there’s nothing there.  


A lot of the busyness of the site is directly on the front page, probably from a desire to put as much useful information as possible in a place that’s as easy to see as possible.  However, when there’s so much going on one page, stuff ends up getting lost.  The first section of this page, under “Welcome to DiscoverET.org,” has five links which can easily be found in the menu (although one is described differently here, as “News-Weather-Air Quality” instead of “News & Weather;” they both link to the same page).  This section would more logically have in it things like the first-time visitor’s information, which is further down the page.  If this section were cleaned up a bit, it would prevent other, more interesting or useful elements of this page -- such as the “Newest Links” section – from being so badly crowded.    


As has been noted, there are three menus on each page of the DET website.  The group’s recommendation is that one of them be taken out, preferably the top one.  Three menus simply add to the overall busyness of the page.   The bottom menu is desirable for accessibility reasons, and the left-hand menu, with a little modification, could be completely adequate by itself as a main menu, without the top one.  As it is now, on most of the pages within the site the left-hand menu drops most of its items and expands whatever category is currently being displayed.  The menu could be made to stay exactly the same as the one on the front page, and the subcategories could either stay as they are now and be put below it, or be incorporated into the category pages themselves.  If the second suggestion were adopted, it would help a lot with the repetition on some of the pages (having all the access points in the menu, directly beside a page with the same access points and nothing else on it, such as “Opinion” or “News and Weather).   There are two categories in the site which use hyperlinked breadcrumbs to trace back all the steps used to get to a particular page, but they are only found under the “Directory” and “Opinion” sections.   If these were made uniform throughout the site, the expanded left-hand menu would be unnecessary to facilitate transition between subcategory and category.  On category pages that don’t have identical links on the page and in the menu, the menu options could be incorporated into the page itself, again with the use of breadcrumbs for ease of navigation.  

Volunteer Opportunities

In order to get some in the maintenance/design of the website, DET could consider reaching out to area universities and community colleges which have programs in computer science.  These institutions have well-qualified students who could do volunteer work or a practicum with the website.  There are always students who want to gain practical job experience while still in school, and it would be an excellent work opportunity for them as well as providing some extra hands on the site.  Institutions to look at could be UTK, Pelissippi, Maryville College, Carson Newman, ITT Tech, or any school in the target area for DET which provides instruction in this area.  

Publicity

In the websites that we looked at to compare with DET, we saw only one which did any sort of marketing on their site; in this case it was a t-shirt for sale, which would probably be most likely to be bought by members of the site.  Through this, the site can raise some money for itself and do a little advertising (on the people wearing the t-shirt) at the same time.  


Even if circumstances make marketing unfeasible, there are other small, inexpensive ways to advertise an organization; pens with a logo, for example, or refrigerator calendar magnets could be distributed to sponsors and members.  

B. Case-analysis of existing content

i. Representation scheme(s) for another selected community network

Fairnet.org is wonderfully pleasing to the eye, using a soft gradient between the dark and the light blues, has a very nice use of frames, and is entirely “above the fold.” The first page you encounter is very clean, has a nice logo…with an image of the Alaskan mountains…and directs the user to the most important parts of the site. The left hand side of the screen remains constant throughout your journey through the site, regardless of the category chosen. The links on the left side appear to be the most important in navigating after leaving the homepage. At anytime the user can go back home and start from another category, find out more about Fairnet, how to contact them, and a quick link to the computer training guides subcategory. I’m assuming that since this is a community network, they want to try and inform their users on how to use their computer, and many of the issues new (and sometimes old) users face. This site uses breadcrumbs throughout the site which helps the user not only in navigation backwards, but shows them exactly how they arrived at their current category.


The search function only searches the Fairnet website, but the results lists, gives the title of the link, a short summary, a rating, how many votes for that rating, and what category the link is from. The user can go directly to the link searched, or to the category to perhaps find other relevant sites. I could not find a way to give a rating to the any of the sites returned in my searches, so I don’t know if that function is available yet. This site had a fairly clean classification scheme, but the information retrieval system had no documentation on how to search, so I never knew if I was searching effectively.


Another thing that was nice about the site, was the local time and temperature at the bottom of all the pages. The links at the bottom of the page remained constant throughout the entire site and the user has the option of how many sites to show per page (from 10 to 50). One of the other things that was really nice, was showing how many links were available in the subcategories, and how many pages of links there were. It would have been nice to see more pictures on their website, as there was only the one in the left hand menu. Overall this was a very nice site with a lot of good qualities. The color scheme was pleasing to the eye, every category and subcategory had a link to a web form to suggest new categories/subcategories, and I never felt overwhelmed by links and content. Some of the things I was disappointed with were subcategories that were empty, no help in searching their site, and no way to rate the sites (even though there was a 5 star rating system in the results list when searching).

FairNet, Inc. (Breakdown by Connie)

Fairbanks, Alaska

http://www.fairnet.org
Fairnet

> About Fairnet – History of FairNet

> Disclaimer – legal and binding agreement governing use of FairNet

> Employee / Volunteer Handbook – handbook for employees of FairNet

> Information on Freenets – listing of various community networks and organizations

> Site Guide – guide to the FairNet site This section is not a site map, which is what I originally thought it might be. 

> Site Statistics – statistics and visitors

> Volunteers Legal handbook – handbook for volunteers of nonprofit organizations.

Alaska

> General (default) --  this category is not named, but it lists sites not found in the two other categories.

> History – sites on historical information

> Geologic evolution of Fairbanks Alaska – they list this subcategory, but there are no sites within this category.

> Communities – other Alaskan communities

Employment

There are no subcategories of this division. There are 14 external websites listed within this category.

Fairbanks

> Sports – Sports and activities in Interior Alaska

> Agencies – Public Service Agencies in Fairbanks

> Entertainment – website regarding things to do around Fairbanks


> Lodging –This is a sub category of Entertainment, but there is nothing listed.
> Links for Kids – sites for the younger members of the community

> Map – Maps of trails and resources for mapping

> Health – Health and Medical Resouces

> Disability and special needs – This is a sub category of Health, but there is nothing listed.

> Campgrounds – RV Parks

> Local Government & Education – links to local gvmt and education webpages

> Local Clubs – clubs in and aournd Fairbanks

> Religion and Spirituality – Religious organizations in Fairbanks area

> Law Enforcement – Law enforcement agencies

> Jail – correctional centres This is a sub category of Law Enforcement, but there is nothing listed.

> Real Estate – Land disposals and borough tracts for sale

> Rental – Home or mobile homes for rent This is a sub category of Real Estate, but there is nothing listed.

> Welding Machines – Welding machines under homes and mobile homes for rent?!?! This is a sub category of Health > Rental, but there is nothing listed.

> Apartments – Apartments for rent This is a sub category of Real Estate, but there is nothing listed.

> Personal sites – personal websites abot Fairbanks or Alaska

> Local newspapers – local newspapers and radio stations

Computers

> General (default) --  this category is not named, but it lists sites not found in the two other categories.

> Training Guides & Reference Online – info about computers and technology

> Training Facilities in Fairbanks – computer training facilities in the community

Local Tourism

> General (default) --  this category is not named, but it lists sites not found in the other categories.

> Tours – sites about Alaskan tours

> Lodging – sites about lodging in the area

> Car Rentals – one site about car rentals

> Air Travel – links to Alaskan airlines

> Alaskan Gifts – links about Alaskan Souvenirs

ii. Comparison-contrast analysis (Andy)
As already mentioned, the community websites chosen for analysis by the group were chosen according to the similarity of their content and purpose to DiscoverET.org, but also because they were different enough to offer new ideas that might help DiscoverET.org better fulfill its mission.  Of the many community websites reviewed by our group, the Fairnet.org website (www.fairnet.org), an online resource serving the Fairbanks, AK community stood out as an example of an easy to use, well organized and presented website with features and purpose comparable to DiscoverET.org.  This section will compare the similarities and differences between Fairnet and DiscoverET.

First it is useful to discuss the many ways in which Fairnet and DiscoverET are similar.  Both websites are web portals sponsored by non-profit organizations for the purpose of providing access to online information resources and services for their respective communities.  As such each site places a premium on encouraging the people it serves to actively participate in the organization and content selection and provides them with specific interactive links to accomplish this.  For instance, at the top of every searchable page of the Fairnet site there are two simple links, “Suggest New Link” and “Suggest New Subcategory” to make it clear that the users of this site have a stake in its existence.  Each site provides access to information using effective and easy to understand classification schemes that group related information and resources under categories or subject headings that reflect the needs and compositions of their respective communities.  The DiscoverET website organizes its subject headings under a main directory while providing brief, easy to understand description of what might fall under each category.  Furthermore, to make searching much simpler, once a user has clicked on a subject heading each website provides an alphabetically organized index of related terms or topic hyperlinks that is easy to follow and retrieve information.  For this use of alphabetical indexing of topics is consistent across all categories and for the most part is consistent across each website.  While each website provides access to information mostly through hyperlinked categories or subject headings, they also provide other searching tools to allow users to attempt keyword searches more immediately connect with information provided via the site.  Fairnet has a search field at the bottom of its main page for browsing information available at the site while DiscoverET’s search field comes with the option of internal and external Google searching.  In addition, while Fairnet uses them much more consistently, each site uses features like “breadcrumbs” at the tops of the pages to allow users to see where they are as well as track back to previous searches and topics.  Finally, each site provides some form of instructional materials and links to help users better navigate their respective websites

While many of the key organizational and retrieval features or each site may be similar there are also a number of noticeable differences between each site.  For instance, DiscoverET links to and provides access to far more online content than Fairnet and by comparisons has far more sophisticated graphics and searching features.  On the other hand, perhaps in response to the ambitious quantity of links and topics, the designers of DiscoverET created a homepage that is unnecessarily busy and distracting.  One can see this most clearly in the emphasis on providing small blurbs or even paragraphs of information on every page written in fonts that are very small and thus very taxing to read.  Also, because DiscoverET is so text heavy, it also relies more on providing embedded hyperlinks to information that is separate and from but sometimes reinforces the topic listings or subject headings.  Fairnet is not text heavy at all nor does it offer features like the embedded hyperlinks.  In fact, by comparison, Fairnet relies on a handful of necessary subject categories, most of which are spelled out in at least 16 pt. font, and provides minimal background text but when it does it avoids using smaller difficult to read fonts.  Furthermore, there is no sense at the Fairnet site that it is trying to cram as much information as possible into each frame but only what is necessary.  Also, in terms of color schemes, the Fairnet site provides a much more uniform and visually pleasing palette of colors emphasizing dark and light blues and a corresponding graphic of a mountain which further accentuates the mood.  In contrast, DiscoverET has a mix of greens, blues, purples and yellows that feels a little random and in the case of presenting information occasionally is a distraction.  For instance, when one looks at the directory at the DiscoverET site there is very little contrast between the words and the backgrounds which is also hard on the eyes and distracts from the sites given purpose of providing access to information in an effective and easy to use manner.  While both sites provide search fields, one of the nicer features of DiscoverET’s website is a choice of a small variety of search engines or browsers which provide access to information outside of the site in a manner that the same feature at the Fairnet site does not.  Moreover, including a link to Google at DiscoverET, the most familiar and recognized browser available, is a nice feature and shows that they in tune with the needs of their users.

C. Study of existing collection of website listings on various subjects 
i. Analysis of classification schemes used for representation of information amongst other aspects including existing metadata schemes, menu options, and searching capabilities
Boulder (Tom)  www.boulder.co.us or http://bcn.boulder.co.us  

First this page is very complete, too complete.  They have lots of stuff and I wish they had found a friend.  I think unless someone really knows what they are looking for they won’t find everything on this web.  The web designers just didn’t know when to stop, sub-web, branch out, redirect, find-a-partner, say, “Uncle.”  It took five hours to dissect this page.

That said, the home page is balanced and easily read.  Links at the top lead the user to a search BCN feature, a how-to page for volunteers, a donation page, and the BCN index page; the community index page is also available elsewhere on the page.

There are minimal graphics on the page.  The graphics include a nice shot of the mountains at the top of the home page (a part of the template) and a rotating image of supporters that appears in the most left-hand column as the user navigates through the site.

The page is presented in three columns.  The left most column presents links to site supporters, via an icon or logo.  Additionally, just above the left most column is a link to BASIN, the Boulder area sustainability network, which deals with water concerns.  This link has sub-headings referred to as themes that are several layers deep.  The middle and right columns present alphabetical listings of subjects by category.  These categories, too, are complete with sub-headings that are several layers deep.

There are a couple of things about this site that make it standout, aside from the fact that it approach to cataloging is consistent.  First, it has a volunteer spotlight that is changed on a regular basis that puts a name and picture and a short bio of a particular worker out there for everyone to see.  It is probably a good morale booster for other workers, supporters, and users.  Second, they employ the use of “category directors” in that they have assistant web directors who are responsible for the maintenance of certain areas on their web.  This has to allow the web master (Center Director) some time to negotiate with their supporters and keep activity high.  Third, the site incorporates learning activities into many of its educational links, and it annotates these activities within the index…you know there is one available when you come upon it in the index.  Fourth, the site has t-shirts for sale.  This was the only site of the 25 or so we looked at that displayed any form of revenue generating memorabilia that kept its name/logo/presence in the eye of the users.  It is a good step.

There are a couple of things about the site that could use some improvement too.  There is such a thing as too much of a good thing.  The site is so large as to be unfriendly just from sheer size.  It would be nice if they could think of a way to rearrange it according to use or hits or something.   There has been a glaring lack of Section 508 compliance in the sites we have reviewed for this project.  When we did find some evidence on the BCN site, it was poorly done.  So much so that it hurt to the point of being dangerous.  The mouse hover feature could have done a lot of things besides expand the font to a hot-pink in a font that made the page jump.  And, this feature was only apparent on the volunteer resources page.  A real loss of effort.

Fairnet (Connie) http://www.fairnet.org/ 

Fairnet.org is wonderfully pleasing to the eye, using a soft gradient between the dark and the light blues, has a very nice use of frames, and is entirely “above the fold.” The first page you encounter is very clean, has a nice logo…with an image of the Alaskan mountains…and directs the user to the most important parts of the site. The left hand side of the screen remains constant throughout your journey through the site, regardless of the category chosen. The links on the left side appear to be the most important in navigating after leaving the homepage. At anytime the user can go back home and start from another category, find out more about Fairnet, how to contact them, and a quick link to the computer training guides subcategory. I’m assuming that since this is a community network, they want to try and inform their users on how to use their computer, and many of the issues new (and sometimes old) users face. This site uses breadcrumbs throughout the site which helps the user not only in navigation backwards, but shows them exactly how they arrived at their current category.

The search function only searches the Fairnet website, but the results lists, gives the title of the link, a short summary, a rating, how many votes for that rating, and what category the link is from. The user can go directly to the link searched, or to the category to perhaps find other relevant sites. I could not find a way to give a rating to the any of the sites returned in my searches, so I don’t know if that function is available yet. This site had a fairly clean classification scheme, but the information retrieval system had no documentation on how to search, so I never knew if I was searching effectively.

Another thing that was nice about the site, was the local time and temperature at the bottom of all the pages. The links at the bottom of the page remained constant throughout the entire site and the user has the option of how many sites to show per page (from 10 to 50). One of the other things that was really nice, was showing how many links were available in the subcategories, and how many pages of links there were. It would have been nice to see more pictures on their website, as there was only the one in the left hand menu. Overall this was a very nice site with a lot of good qualities. The color scheme was pleasing to the eye, every category and subcategory had a link to a web form to suggest new categories/subcategories, and I never felt overwhelmed by links and content. Some of the things I was disappointed with were subcategories that were empty, no help in searching their site, and no way to rate the sites (even though there was a 5 star rating system in the results list when searching).
Script for Presentation:


When I first saw Fairnet’s website, I first noticed how simple the layout was, and how delicately done the frames were. As you can see here on this image, the left hand side is actually a separate frame…which allows the user to navigate to these four areas that this website has deemed most important. This site only has seven main category headings, so all of them are cleanly presented on their first page. The mission of this page is short and present at the top of the page and everything this site has to offer is “above the fold.” Another interesting feature on this page is the time and temperature in Fairbanks, Alaska. Which is located at the bottom of the page along with two other links…one of which [usa] is a link to a Neighborhood Network Program…CTCNET is the other link, which is a “community technology centers’ network.” Fairnet is one of these Community Technology centers.


When navigating through the various categories, I noticed how on every page they listed what areas lead up to where I ended. Their “tutorials” link on the left menu is actually a quick link to training and reference guides, but there is no indication that these tutorials are computer training and reference guides…What I expected upon clicking on tutorials, was user guides on using this website. However, the most important thing is that throughout the entire website, these breadcrumbs are consistent and helpful for backwards navigation.


Another item of note is the search function of this website. On the front page, there is a very simple search box, with no further information on searching this site. Upon searching for “Computers” I was given only two links…and while surfing through various categories I found more than two choices…. Also, there appears to be a 5 star rating system in the returned links, along with a note on how many votes for each site, but since there was no help for searching I could not figure out how to rate any of these links. One useful aspect of the results list was the fact that each item on the list shows which of the main categories the links can be found in and they’re hyperlinked so a user could go straight to that category. Overall this site was laid out cleanly, simply, and was fairly easy to navigate. 

Fortnet (Sara) www.fortnet.org 

A preliminary look at FortNet gives a positive impression.   The front page is fairly clean, and most of it is “above the fold” (i.e., it can mostly be seen on one screen).  It has a menu on the left-hand side which stays, unchanged, throughout all the pages on the site.  The metadata used to describe sections of the site was logical and fairly consistent.  One part I thought interesting was the Search page.  While it offered, at the top of the page, a “search this site” feature (provided by Altavista), it also gave links to quite a few different search engines, classed under what kind they were and how they worked.  The list is quite exhaustive (it even had a section on “Ones We Had Trouble Reaching”) and includes resources that may be hard to find or unthought-of by many people, such as Telephone/Person searches, Search Engine lists,   Registry searches, tutorials, etc.  A problem on this page is that the feature that allows a user to search the site sort of gets lost as the top of the page; it isn’t any bigger or really distinguished in any way from the rest of the information.  The site uses breadcrumbs to let the user know what category and subcategory they’re in, but they’re not used consistently.  Sometimes a subcategory will have a breadcrumb that leads to a different subject altogether, not the original one used to get to the subcategory.  The hierarchies of subjects could be made a little cleaner; for example, Weather is given as a main topic and linked in the menu, but it is also linked under News as a subcategory.  

NorthStar (Sara) www.northstarnet.org 

NorthStarNet is a community information project which provides resources for over a hundred community information sites in the Chicago area, as well as a “one stop” for finding information about the area that is given in all of its member sites. Much of this site is for those who have or want to set up a community website with NSN’s help.  To search for community resources, a user has to first choose one of the menu options on the front page, and then choose “Communities on NSN” from a menu on the next page (this option isn’t on the front page menu),  then “View List of Subjects”, which offers the familiar menu starting with Arts/Entertainment, etc., and gives links found in all of its member sites.  It is unfortunate that they don’t put more emphasis on this part of the site or make it easier to find, because it could be a very useful tool for someone who wants to search the resources of the entire community instead of going through several individual networks.  The subjects are also very badly indexed; it looks like every time they got a new outside site to link to, they just added another subcategory heading even if that subcategory was already listed.  (For example, under Arts, Culture, and Entertainment, it starts:  Museums (one outside link), Culture (one outside link), Museums (one outside link…and so on down the page, which is very very long.  The category Art or Arts is listed, I believe, 37 times on the page, each listing having one or two outside links under it.)  Before you get into these pages, though, the look of the site overall is very clean and well-set-up.  

SEORF (Tom) www.seorf.ohiou.edu 


The Southeastern Ohio Regional Freenet – pronounced “surf” - a community based network dedicated to providing all citizens of the region with low-cost access to information and communication resources.  SEORF provides two-way communication for local, regional and global points of contact for southeastern Ohio.

 
This is an attractive, visually clean page.  It presents a logo at center page, just “above the fold,” in easy to see colors with easy to read fonts.  The logo is the navigational heart of the page.  Links embedded in the logo allow the user connect initial subject headings: the local weather, the Ohio region served, the “SEORF Feature,” the about SEORF page, and another page called The Community.  The links embedded in the logo allow the user to connect to information related to the region quickly, and it provides the casual browser/surfer with a good idea of what they might find on the web.

 
Immediately below the logo grouping is a text welcome to SEORF what it is and who it serves.  Below that paragraph is a brief listing of links in two columns; the first column of links lead the user to the help desk, personal services, “How To” become a member information, and “How to” provide information to SEORF.  The second column provides links to what SEORF calls a “Notable SEORF Site,” in this case the link is to a flood monitoring site that assists in monitoring precipitation and stream rise events, the next item in the second column is a link to “Visit our Community,” which provides a complete listing of SEORF Information Providers and other community links. 

 These three columns combine listings by providing direct access to “Help” links, setting them in a prominent place, apart from subject headings.  The webmasters/site directors then set aside a page that is of special interest to the community served – the Notable SEORF Site – which is direct link to the Flood Potential Monitoring site for the region.   The most complete information listing is found in the “About Our Community” page, which presents information under an alphabetically arranged subject listings, with subsets of subject listings and alphabetically arranged sub-listings that take the user to a specific web page. 


At the top and the bottom of the home page there are links to various internal sites.  There are subtle differences in the link offerings, add some variety for the user, repeat some useful links as you travel up and down the page, and offer something entirely new at the bottom of the page.  Between the text links at the top of the page and the SEORF logo is the telnet information that is required for SEORF members to use for their login, this is a limited accessibility site; the application form is downloadable at the site.

 
It is useful to note here that the links at the top of the page are in a text format. My eye was drawn to the rest of the page because I hoped the links were repeated elsewhere and I wouldn’t have to use the very small links at the top of the page.  Luckily, the links at the top are all located prominently elsewhere in the body of the page. 


 The links at the bottom of the page are rendered in a more graphic format, still text, but larger, softer, with a shadow all around the text, and an outline edge to the letters.  All the fonts used on the page, except the fonts used in the logo itself are rendered without serif, they are easy to read.  The lettering used to make up the logo is large, serifed and displayed prominently.  When SEORF is written elsewhere on the page, it is written in san-serif text, not in a mini-logo.   This web consistently uses a medium green to indicate links on their pages, other text is black.


The structure of its information access is consistent – a subject heading with subordinate subsets.  These subsets may have additional subsets which are linked to depending on their relevance, and the links continue until they are no longer relevant.  This formatting is consistent throughout the information listing.  Differences occur with listings for universities, who have their own home web, or government webs.  In such cases, the link is to a home page for the individual agency.  


This is a complete listing for arts and entertainment, business and economic development, media, libraries, schools, science and technology, travel and tourism and other elements in a columnar presentation, without a fancy set of graphics, just an easy to read and access listing of what is available to them.


This site provides email services to qualified users through an initiative begun in 1993 with Ohio State University, where the server resides.  Applications are completed and submitted, permissions are given and users then can access the service through a telnet.  There is limited storage space for keeping files and users can create their own websites.  There are certain parameters within which users must operate but the site adheres to the concept of First Amendment rights and minimizes interference with content and interaction.  Users may also advertise their business on this site, there are specific rules in place for using the site for this purpose.

USVI (Andy) www.usvi.net
It is immediately apparent that the official website for the U.S. Virgin Islands (St. Thomas, St. Croix and St. John) bears the heavy mark of its main local industry: tourism.  Much of the content of the site is geared towards making available information to people looking to visit the islands and the services available to them once they arrive.  The site provides access points to information primarily through lists of general subject heading links, situated on the left hand side of the page, most of which have no discernible scheme or order other than they refer to popular attractions for tourists (ex: golf, water sports, restaurants, weddings and honeymoons) or general information topics (ex: What’s up?  What to do and see).  Most links either present a series of related links when clicked or take you directly to the appropriate webpage.  Another interesting section of the main webpage is a group of topics that acts not only as another layer of information for the tourists (U.S. Virgin Island Tourist Guide, Marketplace) , but also provides information and services (U.S. Virgin Islands Community, Business, Government) to the local population.  Also of note it a good use of graphic representation to provide links to needed information as at the top of the main page each island has its own picture which links you to each islands individual page containing a few paragraphs of general information.  One good thing about the arrangement of information on this site, at least on the tourist end, is there is a commitment to keeping uniformity of search topics or subject headings and links from the first page to those provided for each individual island.  

Among the impressive features of this site is a very pleasing color scheme with shades of pastel pinks and reds that when combined with tropical pictures sell the idea of relaxation.  Furthermore, the uniformity of general search topics is useful and simple but effective ideas like an events calendar which allows you to click on each day of a graphic representation of a calendar in order to find event information.  In terms of deficiencies, the U.S. Virgin Island website has a number of links that do not work, especially for special flashy features like the USVI webcam or E-postcard link.   There is a discernible lack of uniformity of webpage design between the tourist oriented sections of the site and the more locally focused sections that make you think you are looking at two different websites, and unlike many of the community websites we looked at there are few means for people from the local community to add content or actively participate in the growth of the site.

WCIC (Connie) http://www.wcic.org/ 

The West Central Indiana Community Network uses a very simple layout, though I didn’t like all of the aspects of this site.  Every one of the main categories keeps the content “above the fold” and in the final subcategory of each group there is a mailto link for people to request their site or other sites to be listed in the category.  This would have been more effective using a web form so that the person submitting links would know what information to include, such as what category, link, page name, etc. They kept the same menu on the left hand side of the screen the entire time…except with the selection of “calendars” and “home,” the “home” link goes away making the entire menu shift…which can get quite annoying. They tend to use all primary colors, which in moderation can be alright, but their use of the bright yellow as the sidebar is very irritating. It would have also been nice to see breadcrumbs when going through the different categories, unless the user knows which categories they’ve been through there’s no way to know how you arrived at the page you’re on. However, overall this site is very clean, concise and uncluttered. Basically this site is a directory to various outside links directing the user to items of interest in the west central Indiana community. 

The search link is a list of various web search engines and sites about internet search engines. The WCICNet Search Engine has an option for using the Boolean operator “and” or “or,” and an option for case sensitivity. I searched “Colleges,” but while I was expecting a list of all the colleges listed on this site, I was instead directed to the larger category of “Education.” In addition I was also given several links to web statistics for the WCIC.org website as well as several other unrelated links within the website.  The list of websites has a very “cheesy” graphic noting which sites are new and which are revised…while it is nice to know which sites are new and/or revised, I’m sure there is a better way to denote this on a website. 
ii. Existing elements in the IR systems
Boulder Community Network (Breakdown by Tom)

Boulder, CO

www.boulder.co.us or http://bcn.boulder.co.us  

For some reason I'm having trouble with the link to this one.  It can be found on the Freenets and Community Networks page in the community resource guide that was posted on the discussion board, under Boulder Community Network. 

* I added the www to the boulder.co.us url and it seemed to settle it down; I’ve been using the bcn url.

I almost don’t know where to start…this page is just full of stuff.  Here goes.

First, the page layout has not been updated in a year.  There are some dead links on the home page.  The home page is balanced and easy to read.  There is a small group of links at the very top of the page leading the user to a search page and how to pages for volunteers, about the BDN, a feedback page, a donation page (not working), and the BCN community network index page (also linked elsewhere on the page); and the rest of the page appears to be divided into three columns – the left most column presents logos of sponsors, the middle and right column present alphabetical listings of category listings.  The bottom of the page includes information on how to reach the BCN – email and phone; the PO box…the last update is indicated as 09/04/2005.  There is also a link for searching the BCN or the www, and a link to the current BCN volunteer spotlight.

From the top – the BCN logo > the Simple Search text field > Volunteer page > Feedback > About BCN > Donate (dead link) > Boulder Community Network >


BCN >


Missions and Objectives 7 OL >


Success Stories 2 OL >


The People 4 OL >


History – a layout of area history items 2 OL >


Funding 4 OL >

Statistics 4 OL >

The bottom of the page links

From the left – The Sponsor pages –

The link to – 

BASIN > Sustainability Network > mainly area water quality and some other related environmental information.


Themes > Watershed > 


Inside the Watershed > 

Water quality > Geology >Stream Flow > Weather & Climate >Flash Flood > Tributaries >Beyond BASIN Links >Time Relevant Environmental Data Catalog >Find your Watershed Address > BASIN Image Map of Boulder Creek Tributaries > 9 OL

What is a watershed address? >Where is the Boulder Creek?> National Watershed Unit (USGS Maps) >













Beyond the Watershed

Image of St. Vrain Watershed > Nearby Watershed Links > 2 OL

The Lefthand Watershed Oversight Group >CU research off road recreation on James Creek > The James Creek Watershed Initiative >
The Big Thompson Watershed Forum > Article on St. Vrain Creek >

Links >Water and Forest report USDA Forest Service >Ask USGS.gov

More about BASIN’s Watershed Theme

Spatial data catalog >Contact the BASIN Team

Water Quality

Boulder Area Water Quality Data >USGS/City of Boulder Boulder Creek Millennium >Understanding water quality >Understanding water quality standards > Pesticides and Water quality >
Stream Flow >Image Map of Stream Gauge Stations >What is a Hydrograph > All USGS stream Gauge Stations (Spreadsheet)

Weather & Climate

Image Map of weather & climate stations >Snowpack information from the SNOTEL monitoring network >Real time images from networked cameras located around the watershed >Water Budget (learning activity) 1OL> Historic Climate Data (NOAA) > Hydrologic Cycle (from Watershed curriculum) >Flash Floods in the Boulder Area

Flash Floods in the Boulder Area

Overview and Links > Flood Maps > Cubic foot of water per second > 100 year and 500 year flood? > How to read a Flood information chart > streaming video of may 1969 boulder county flooding > flooding in the watershed > what is a hydrograph > Beyond BASIN flood links 

Also see > history of floods in the boulder area

Background information > 4 OL

Weather Links > 3 OL 

Overview > miscellaneous 13 OL> 
View of Natural System > USGA and GIS files 13 OL

Water Quality & Indicators > miscellaneous 12 O

Aquatic Biology > 2 OL

Flood Preparedness > city 2 OL > Federal 3 OL> Associations 1 OL

Other flood links > 15 OL

Wildfire 1 OL >

Drought > Miscellaneous 9 OL

There is a thank you for help on the links at the bottom of the page.  Then a funding note at the bottom of the page with links for involvement, a link to a funding sponsor.  Then links to Home, a site index, a glossary, a bibliography, contributors, About BASIN, Attribution, Feedback and Search.  Then the page update notes.

Back to BASIN, 


Themes> Water and Community >

Water Works > Drinking water 3 OL > waste water 2 OL > History of water supply 4 OL > reservoir directory 1 OL

Community Corner > Underground Storage tanks 1 OL > Storm Water Runoff 7 OL > Hydro Power 3 OL > 

Favorite links > information 2 OL

More about BASIN’s Water & Community Theme >

Images of development 2 OL > 

Beyond BASIN Water use >

Water Use > 4 OL

Water Waste Treatment > 4 OL

Drinking Water Treatment & Regulations > City 4 OL > Federal 2 OL 

The same thank you notes and links at the bottom of this page…this looks to be part of the page template. 

Back to BASIN, 

Themes> Personal Action>

Household Hints > water quality protection > landscaping 2 OL > hazards > demonstrations > stories and surveys 3 OL

A Sense of Place > Essays/Sustainability > quizzes > Vision statement > project update > BASIN Calendar

Favorite Links > projects > energy efficiency

More about the Personal Action Theme

Environmental indicators > watershed indicators >

Beyond BASIN > EPA sites 2 OL> Conversation 4 OL > Water Protection 3 OL > Other Links of local interest 11 OL 

Other Communities in the Boulder Area > Cities and Towns 6 OL > images from a town with no web site OL

Bottom of template

BASIN > Recreation > 

Sports > Canoeing and Kayaking 5 OL > Fishing 7 OL > Hiking and Backpacking 2 OL > Boating and Sailing 3 OL > Winter Sports 3 OL 

ECO-Wise > General Recreation Links Boulder 3 OL > Greater Colorado 4 OL

Favorite links > Boulder Community Network Recreation site

There is a request for feedback at the bottom of this page prior to the template.

BASIN   > History >

Knowing Water > book excerpts 2 OL > History OL > Timeline of events

Knowing Place > Histories 6 OL > 

Favorite Links > History links 3 OL

More about BASIN’s History > Flood photo gallery

Survey seeking public participation

Bottom of Template

Back to BASIN, 

Themes>

Learning > River Watch Activities 3 OL > Water budget > quizzes OL

Information > Outreach 2 OL > 


Educational Standards 3 OL 

More about Learning Themes > Invitation to help BASIN

Favorite Links > Kids Links 2 OL 

Beyond BASIN > Virtual Field Trips 4 OL > Other Educational Resources 6 OL

Survey seeking public participation

Bottom of Template

Back to BASIN, 

Themes> Library >

Images and Ideas > Historic photos collections > Authors and publications > Learning activities >

Photo Galleries 7 OL > Time Comparison > Index of collection > Contributions by local Authors 

Learning Activities 4 OL > Other BASIN Resources 5 OL > Vision for the environment OL

Information and Inspiration > Data 3 OL >


Aerial Photos > other photos > landscaping > media > maps > projects

Favorite Links > News articles 2 OL>

More about BASIN’s Library > Link to Public Library > Copyright notice

Survey seeking public participation

Bottom of Template

Back to BASIN, 

Themes> Current Events >

In the Know > Local News Sources 7 OL > Regional News Sources 5 OL > BASIN News OL > BASIN Newsletter Subscription OL > BASIN Classifieds >

Things To Do > Online Drought Forum > Discussion list > Join the list > Stakeholder update > email us

Survey seeking public participation

Bottom of Template

Back to BASIN, 

Themes>

Search > the page provides a multilevel search capability for BASIN and off BASIN site searches.

Survey seeking public participation

Bottom of Template

Link to University of Colorado at Boulder > a complete link to university resources

Link to Community Shares Colorado > a complete link for Colorado charities and citizens

Link to Donate now to Boulder Community Network > provides explanation of what the network does and how to donate to it.

The Middle of the page - at last!
 an alphabetical listing of categories of resource centers *unless noted, each page will have a “top of page” template that is consistent with the home page description.

Agriculture >

Growing Information > University extension offices 4 OL > University Plant facts OL >

General Resources > State Dept of Agricultural > US Department of Agricultural 4 OL >

Organic and Sustainable Agriculture > 11 OL > 

Local Growers 8 OL >

Local Markets and Events > 4 OL >

Community Gardens 4 OL >

Seed Sources 19 OL >

Greenhouses, Garden Center, and Nurseries 8 OL > 

Last update information and links back to BCN home, Feedback, About BCN, Donate, Search BCN, Volunteer!.

ARTS > Contents of this Page > Local Resources > Events - See Entertainment Page Link 1 OL >

The Written Word 6 OL > Dance 14 OL > Music (Pop and Rock in the Entertainment Center), miscellaneous chorales, orchestras, festivals 37 OL > Theater and Performance Art 14 >

Visual Arts, Museums and Galleries, miscellaneous 37 OL > Other Local Arts Pages, miscellaneous 16 OL > 

Venue Information

Regional – not Colorado, not Boulder Resources, miscellaneous 16 OL >

Comments eddress >

Back links > 

Global Resources > Links at the top to BCN home > Search > Publish > Developer Contact Info >

 General Global arts Links 8 OL > Portfolios – Artists and Shops 5 OL > Galleries and Museums 8 OL > Lists of Pointers to resources 7 OL > Arts Organizations 9 OL > Art related Periodicals and WebZines 8 OL > 

Comments Links

Business > the top of this page reflects the home page before listing contents.

 Main Menu >

Business Associations and Professional Societies


Boulder County Business Associations 17 OL >


Professional Societies 6 OL >

Chambers of Commerce >


Metro Area Chambers 1 OL > County 6 OL > associations 4 OL >


Search for Chambers by State and Globally 2 OL >

Directories >


Libraries On-Line 6 OL > 


Business Directories > County 3 OL > State 4 OL > National and Global 4 OL >

Telephone Directories > 6 OL

Financial and Investment Resources > Financial Databases and Information 7 OL >

Investment Information > Investment Basics 7 OL > Evaluating Online Brokers 2 OL >

Information on Analyzing Financials and Risks 4 OL >Mutual Fund/Stock Research and Portfolio/Stock Trackers 9 OL > Online Banking 2 OL >

Bottom of page links

Management Resources > 


Business Law > 13 OL >


Global (Import/Export) 6 OL >


Management Information >



Getting Started 10 >



Government Small Business Resources 7 OL >



Management Articles and Tips 5 OL >


Non-Profit Resources 7 OL >


Publications and News > Local Publications 7 OL > National News 7 OL > Create you Own 2 OL > Publications Miscellaneous 6 OL >


Travel Information 5 OL >


Web Business Tools >

Rules, Regulations, and Taxes >

Boulder County R and R 7 OL > Colorado State R and R 7 OL and subsets >


US Government R and R 12 OL and subsets >

Bottom of page links

Communications > BCN sites 2 OL > Public Access sites 6 OL >

Community Center > Provides up-time server status for the page by linking to the statistics page for the Community Center > this page consists of an alphabetically arranged listing of Boulder county organizations 152 OL >, Colorado Organizations 4 OL >, National Organizations 3 OL >, and the Boulder County LINC – human services for Boulder County residents 4 OL >. 

Bottom of the page links

Consumer Support Page > the page provides links to charities, info on scams, internet related topics > it has a different appearance than other pages to this point >

City Government Links 10 OL > County government links 1 OL > State Government 1 OL > 
Miscellaneous links 11 OL

Community Events > Public events and meetings, etc.> 

Current Events > 1 OL >

Calendars & Schedules > 24 OL >

Publications/Media Events Listings 6 OL >

Meetings & Other Gatherings 5 OL >

Link to page coordinator

Bottom of page links

Education > a link to the page coordinator > a grid presentation to schools, publications and services >

Preschools 1 OL > Regional K-12 Schools 24 OL > Home schooling 5 OL > Colleges and Universities 6 OL > Continuing Education 6 OL > National and Global Resources 6 OL > Child Services 2 OL > K – 12 Extracurricular Activity Ideas 7 OL > On-line Student Newspapers 2 OL > School Editorials (with disclaimer) 3 OL > Miscellaneous Educational resources 11 OL > Foundations and Grants 3 OL > Commercial Services and Products 10 OL

Bottom of page links

Emergency Services Center > this page lists all emergency agencies for the county, it also provides a link for up-time on the server and a link to page coordinator >

Firefighters > Boulder County 7 OL > Other Resources 8 OL >

Regional Fire & Rescue Agencies >

Rural Fire Agencies 9 OL > Municipal Fire Agencies 7 OL > Other Search and Rescue 6 OL > County & State Agencies 5 OL > Youth Rescue Responder 2 OL > Boulder County Rescue Responders 3 OL > Other Boulder area resources 5 OL > Neighboring Agencies 2 OL > Citizen’s Wild Fire resources 2 OL > Federal Agencies 5 OL 

In the left > EMS Training 1 OL > Paramedic Services 1 OL

Buy a T-shirt at the bottom of the page

Bottom of the page links

Employment > a one stop portal >

Agencies 7 OL > Community Resources 16 OL with miscellaneous links below each directory entry > Education and Training 8 OL with miscellaneous links below each entry >

Employee Services 25 OL with miscellaneous links below each entry > Employer Services 7 OL with miscellaneous links below each entry > 


Employment Opportunities >


Regional Opportunities >


Colorado Job Resources >


Help Wanted’s – Online >


National – Searchable >

 
Job Site Lists >


Temporary Agencies >

Bottom of the page links 

Entertainment Center > the page also links to related centers within the BCN web >

Local Entertainment >

Events 10 OL > Food 6 OL > Venues 20 OL > Bands 23 OL > Cinema 7 OL > Misc. Stuff 9 OL > Lists 20 OL >


Link to page developer

Bottom of page links

Environment - with a link to BASIN > environmental news in Boulder >

Community 12 OL > Local Groups Participating with the BCN 37 OL > Boulder area Environmental Topics 6 OL > National and Global environmental topics 7 OL >

Related topics from near and far 10 OL >

Link to contact somebody 

No bottom of page links

Government/Political Center >begins with a group of links for hurricane disaster relief >

Cost of the war in Iraq > Military deaths in Iraq >

There is an index of content followed by a small group of links > 

Government Info > FedWorld > Library of Congress Legislative Information > THOMAS > Annenberg Political Fact Check > US National Debt Clock > Colorado Tax Forms > Colorado 

e-file > Federal Tax Forms > IRS e-file 

A policy statement re the BCN indicating what the public can expect from the BCN relative to government input > then the list >

2005 Boulder County Mail Ballot Election 9 OL >
2004 Election – as an archive 1 OL >

Boulder County Election Review Committee not found >

Featured Recent Additions 94+ OL >

Movement to Recall/Impeach the President 4 OL >

Follow the $$ 2 OL >

University of Colorado: Athletic v. Academic Priorities 17 OL >

Your Government at Work > Terrorism Information 8 OL > Homeland Security 23 OL > Government Accountability 52 OL > Politics and Science 16 OL >

Useful Links 8 OL > 

Significant US Documents and Speeches not found > 

Public Records Search 10 OL >

Electronic Voting Systems 24 OL >

Government Invasion of Individual Privacy Protections 9 OL >

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) not found >

Contact Your Local Elected Representatives 12 OL >

Local Political 23 OL >

National Political 44 OL>

Privacy Resources 17 OL >

Boulder County 11 OL >

Colorado 1 OL >

Contact information for developer

Bottom of page links

How to Publish on BCN > step by step instructions on publishing web space information on BCN > BCN Comment Form > BCN Information Provider Contract > Registration for DIPP > Coordinator notification > Page Developer’s Resource > options > comments

Bottom of page links

Health > server up-time statistics >

Boulder County Resources 15 OL > 

Colorado Resources 11 OL >

National and Global Resources > 

General 27 OL > 

Specialized Sites > AIDS 1 OL > Allergies and Asthma 2 OL > Alternative Medicine 9 OL > Alzheimer’s Disease 1 OL > Back pain 1 OL > Cancer 9 OL > Children 5 OL > Clinical Trials 11 OL > Depression 3 OL > Diabetes 1 OL > Drug Safety 11 OL > Dystonia 2 OL > Environmental 1 OL > Food & Fitness 10 OL > Heart Disease 4 OL > Long Term Care 2 OL > Medical Research and Education – Body Donation 1 OL> Medicare 7 OL > Mental Illness 1 OL > Obesity 3 OL > Skin Disease 1 OL > Smoking 3 OL > Travel 2 OL >

Links to each Subject on the page and the top of the page

Bottom of the page links

Housing Center
Renters’ Resources >


Articles 5 OL > Forms 1 OL > Publications 2 OL >

Housing/Services Referral List 31 OL >

Other Housing Resources 6 OL >

Disclaimer >

Bottom of page links

Human Services >

Boulder County Organizations 34 OL >

Colorado 4 OL >

National 2 OL >

Bottom of page links

Libraries >

Boulder County Libraries > 9 OL > Cataloging and Dewey Decimal System 8 OL > Colorado Library Resources 1 OL > Collection Development 7 OL > Information Literacy 11 OL > International and Non-English Library Resources 3 OL > School Library Resources 4 OL >

Specialized Library Collections Online 6 OL > Telnet Connections 3 OL >

United States Library Resources 17 OL >

Page navigation links > Bottom of the page links

Media Center > offered in frame and non-frame views > offering print, and radio and television listings > the user gets to the same places, just in a different way > the pages provide a web and email address >

Links to area print media >

Boulder area print media 33 OL > Denver area print media 34 OL > Eastern Colorado print media 8 OL > Northern Colorado print media 5 OL > Southern Colorado print media 12 OL > Western Colorado print media 31 OL > National print media 26 OL >

 International print media > seven continental areas > Africa 11 OL > Antarctica 1 OL > Oceania 8 OL > Asia 23 OL > Europe 15 OL > North America 3 OL > South America 4 OL >

An invitation to find your own media link 5 OL >

Links to area non-print media >

Boulder area non-print media 11 OL > Denver area non-print media 52 OL > Northern Colorado non-print media 13 OL > Southern Colorado non-print media 41 OL > Western Colorado non-print media 34 OL > National non-print media 13 OL > International non-print media 143 OL >

Alternative media links > Alphabetical links to alternative media 42 OL >

Suggestions Link >

Bottom of the page links >

Pet Center > nice picture > 

Boulder County Animal Companion Related Sites 14 OL > Recreate with Your Pet 5 OL > Statewide Pet Related Links 6 OL > National Pet Related Sites 6 OL > Global Pet Related Sites 2 OL >

BCN Comment Form

Bottom of the page links

Recreation Center > links to headings on the page > Related Centers listings > link to page coordinator >

Related Centers > Sports Center > Entertainment Center > Arts Center >

Local Recreation > 
Skiing, Skating 5 OL > Hiking and Trails 12 OL > Sports – Cycling, Running, Swimming, Field Sports 15 OL > More Sports – Golf, Tennis, Sail, Misc. 9 OL > Dance 3 OL > Hobbies 8 OL > Other 17 OL > Travel & Tourism 12 OL >

Bottom of page links

Religion Center > link to coordinator > Main Menu > Local Organization > Denver Organizations > National and International Organizations >

 Local Organizations 56 OL > Denver Organizations 5 OL > National and International Organizations 14 OL >

Link to the Main menu at the top of the page >

Link to page coordinator >

Bottom of the page links 

Seniors’ Center > link to server statistics > link to page coordinator >

Index > Local Resources 12 OL > National Resources 12 OL > Senior Web Sites 12 OL > Newsletters 16 OL > Health Matters 5 OL > Hobbies 8 OL > Sports > Government > Long Term Care 4 OL > Travel 8 OL > Special Sites 8 OL > Fun and Games 1 OL > Volunteer Opportunities 2 OL > Genealogy 1 OL >

There is a return to index link at the bottom of each element >

Link to page coordinator >

Bottom of page links

Transportation Center > 

Bicycling Information 7 OL >

City Resources > Boulder 17 > Lafayette 2 OL > Louisville 3 OL > Superior 1 OL > Erie 2 OL > Longmont 7 OL > 

Colorado Transportation Information 25 OL > Other Transportation Information 13 OL > Lists of Lists of Transportation Resources 5 OL > Transportation News Groups 15 OL >

Bottom of page links

BCN Volunteer Center > link to server statistics > link to page coordinator > link to current opportunities 36 OL > Links to Steps to Become a BCN Volunteer 5 OL > 

Classes 2 OL > Training Materials for Class Instructors and Assistants 7 OL > Web Development 7 OL > TekMatch 2 OL> Who’s Who 4 OL > Success Stories 5 OL > Volunteer Coordinator Link 1 OL > Link to Boulder County Volunteer Connection (a matching organization for the Boulder area)

Back to the Menu link >

Buy a BCN T-shirt link

Bottom of the page links

Weather Center > a disclaimer cautioning users that the links are not maintained by BCN > containing a link to an earlier Boulder County weather page > 

Current Boulder Weather Summary > Local Boulder Weather Information 13 OL > Denver Metro Weather Information 9 OL > Colorado State Weather Information 3 OL > U.S. National Weather Information 14 OL > International Weather Information 6 OL > Extraterrestrial Weather Information 5 OL > Special Weather Information 8 OL > Related Weather Information 8 OL > Miscellaneous Weather Information 8 OL >

Solicitation link for Friend of BCN >
Bottom of page links 

Youth Center > link to page coordinator > links to page headings > Children > Teens > Learning > Link to Children’s On-line Privacy Protection Act (COPPA) > 

Resources for Children 11 OL > Resources for Teens 5 OL > Learning Resources 9 OL >

Links to headings at top of page >

Links to page statistics >

Link to page coordinator >

Bottom of page links 

FairNet, Inc. (Breakdown by Connie)

Fairbanks, Alaska

http://www.fairnet.org
Fairnet

> About Fairnet – History of FairNet

> Disclaimer – legal and binding agreement governing use of FairNet

> Employee / Volunteer Handbook – handbook for employees of FairNet

> Information on Freenets – listing of various community networks and organizations

> Site Guide – guide to the FairNet site This section is not a site map, which is what I originally thought it might be. 

> Site Statistics – statistics and visitors

> Volunteers Legal handbook – handbook for volunteers of nonprofit organizations.

Alaska

> General (default) --  this category is not named, but it lists sites not found in the two other categories.

> History – sites on historical information

> Geologic evolution of Fairbanks Alaska – they list this subcategory, but there are no sites within this category.

> Communities – other Alaskan communities

Employment

There are no subcategories of this division. There are 14 external websites listed within this category.

Fairbanks

> Sports – Sports and activities in Interior Alaska

> Agencies – Public Service Agencies in Fairbanks

> Entertainment – website regarding things to do around Fairbanks


> Lodging –This is a sub category of Entertainment, but there is nothing listed.
> Links for Kids – sites for the younger members of the community

> Map – Maps of trails and resources for mapping

> Health – Health and Medical Resources
> Disability and special needs – This is a sub category of Health, but there is nothing listed.

> Campgrounds – RV Parks

> Local Government & Education – links to local gvmt and education webpages

> Local Clubs – clubs in and around Fairbanks

> Religion and Spirituality – Religious organizations in Fairbanks area

> Law Enforcement – Law enforcement agencies

> Jail – correctional centres This is a sub category of Law Enforcement, but there is nothing listed.

> Real Estate – Land disposals and borough tracts for sale

> Rental – Home or mobile homes for rent This is a sub category of Real Estate, but there is nothing listed.

> Welding Machines – Welding machines under homes and mobile homes for rent?!?! This is a sub category of Health > Rental, but there is nothing listed.

> Apartments – Apartments for rent This is a sub category of Real Estate, but there is nothing listed.

> Personal sites – personal websites abot Fairbanks or Alaska

> Local newspapers – local newspapers and radio stations

Computers

> General (default) --  this category is not named, but it lists sites not found in the two other categories.

> Training Guides & Reference Online – info about computers and technology

> Training Facilities in Fairbanks – computer training facilities in the community

Local Tourism

> General (default) --  this category is not named, but it lists sites not found in the other categories.

> Tours – sites about Alaskan tours

> Lodging – sites about lodging in the area

> Car Rentals – one site about car rentals

> Air Travel – links to Alaskan airlines

> Alaskan Gifts – links about Alaskan Souvenirs

Fortnet (Breakdown by Sara)

Fort Collins, Colorado

www.fortnet.org
Home Page:

Has one menu on the left hand side; the menu items are in bold below.  Also one menu on the bottom which has Home, Site Map, and Feedback.  These menus are on every page in the site. 

Throughout the site there are some breadcrumbs at the top of pages, but they are never more than one level deep  (ex, community > employment, with community a link back to the main community page )and are not used consistently.  I thought their Search section was interesting, it wasn’t just a search-this-site page, but gave links to different types of searches and identified what types they were. 

OL stands for outside link

ABOUT US
ARTS 

> Arts and Entertainment 

> Arts Facilities > 5 OL

> Dance > 13 OL

> Movies > 4 OL

> Reviews > 1 OL

              >Events  > Local:  one OL

                             > Regional: 3 OL

                             > Music 34 OL

                             >Indiviual performers: 3OL

                 > Theatre 9 OL

                 > Radio 16 OL

                 > Television 17 OL

BUSINESS 

> Area Businesses 

> links to several dozen subheads, each with OL on ensuing page

CALENDAR 

> FortNet’s community events calendar   

>Browse calendar by date

            > Search for specific events    (none of these links are working)

> Add your event

> Update/remove event

COMMUNITY 

Community Resources 

EMPLOYMENT > several OL

HOME AND FAMILY  

> Family: 4OL

> Children and infants: 5 OL

> Teens 1OL

> Parents 8OL

> Downloadable filters 5 OL

> Seniors 10 OL

> Single parents 1OL

> Coping with family problems 7 OL

> Coping with special needs 13 OL

ORGANIZATIONS

> Quick Index  (alphabetical) to a few hundred OL

RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

Top of page links to Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, Judaism other religious organizations. These links take you further down the page to the subhead

 

> Buddhism > 2OL

 

> Christianity  > several subheads > several sub subheads > several dozen OL

 > Mosques and Masjids 1OL

 

> Synagogues 1OL

 > Other Religious 1 OL

 > Non religious 1 OL

FIRST CALL OL

TRANSPORTATION 

>air 1 OL

>current issues 2 OL

>public 8 OL

>road conditions 1 OL

EDUCATION

Colleges and Universities 

>colleges 4 OL

>universities 9 OL

>virtual campus tours 1 OL

K-12 Schools bc education  

> High School 10 OL

> Junior High 11 OL

> Elementary several OL

> Elementary-high school 3 OL

> Preschool resources 3 OL

> Home school resources 2 OL

Libraries  > 11 OL

Resources  

> Education organizations 3 OL

> Oother resources  25 OL

ENVIRONMENT 

Conservation and recycling - general  >3 OL

Environmental action groups and clubs 

>  Fort Collins area groups 10 OL

> State, National and World Groups 6 OL

GOVERNMENT
Cities 3 OL

County 2 OL

State > 4 OL

Federal  

> US government around ft Collins > several OL

> US government nationwide> several OL (of interest: this includes library of congress and department of education, which are not included in education>libraries or education>resources)

> Other information >2 OL

> Meta-servers (servers about servers) > 3 OL

Political groups and organizations > 4 OL

>international 3 OL

Elections and politics > 5 OL

>where to vote phone numbers

Elected officials >several OL

HEALTH

Local resources – several OL
State, National and World Groups – several OL
HELP

Link to search function

Resources 3 L

Frequently asked questions about 4 L

General info about the internet and www 2L

Search engine basics 2 L

Updating your browser 2 L

Info about HTML 9L

Computer virus info 1 L

NEIGHBORS

Ft. Collins and neighbors 23 OL

NEWS

Print  

> Local 12 OL

> Other CO newspapers and magazines 9 OL

> Other 10 OL

> Daily comics 23 OL

> Editorial comics 8 OL

Radio > 16 OL

Television >17 OL

Weather 

>Local weather 3 OL

>Weather reference 1 OL

>Road conditions 1 OL

>National weather 5 OL

>International weather 1 OL

RECREATION
Professional sports > Auto racing, baseball, basketball, football, hockey, rodeo, soccer, volleyball (all with OL)

Skiing > several OL

Travel 

> Local transportation: air, current issues, public road conditions (all with OL)

> Real world travel OLs, virtual world travel OLs


Several other topics from archery to volleyball > all with at least one OL

SEARCH

Local search >Search the site with Alta vista

Web information searches 

> Metasearch engines > 4 OL

> Search engines, spiders, robots > several OL

> Registry services > 2 OL

> News searches > OLs

> Search engine lists > OLs

> Ones we had trouble reaching > 2 OL

> Telephone/person searches > several OL

Other searches > several OL

Places to submit your URLs > 4 OL

Domain name registrations > 1 OL

WEATHER
This goes to the weather section already linked under NEWS.

WHAT’S NEW

Look for these new Information Providers in the future > list of 4, but no links 

Northstarnet (Breakdown by Sara)

Chicago, Illinois area communities

http://www.northstarnet.org/
Hosts community websites for Chicago and surrounding areas.  Most information on this site is for those who have or want to set up a community site; lots of support and guidelines for making webpages.  

Homepage has links to About Northstarnet, Contact Us, Calendar, Communities on NorthStarNet, Regional Resources, and Join NorthStarNet. Also a search function for the site.

All the pages within the site have a top-of-page menu for all of the above plus FAQ, Forums.

About NorthStarNet 

> Mission statement

> Vision statement

> Disclaimer statement

> Partners

Calendar Allows searching by day, week, month, community and subject.  The page opens to a listing of all the current day’s events.

NSN Support 

> Admin toolbox 

> Login and password

> NSN server status 

> Main status page

> Secondary status page

> Public library coordinators > links to several public libraries

> Content 

> Introduction   

> Everything below contains tips and links for building a  page for that topic                         

> General content tips

> Arts, culture and entertainment: 

> Business: see above

> Community organizations

> Demographic information

> Education

> Government and politics

> Health and medicine

> Library

> Local history

> Local media

> Religion

> Restaurants and shopping

> Social services

> Sports and recreation

>Transportation

> Marketing 

> Customizable brochures

> Contact NSN technical support

FAQ 

> NSN knowledge base 

> General information

> Policies 

> All of these main categories have several subheadings that take you to a list of questions on that topic

>Technical                                         

> Using the forum

> Admin toolbox

FORUMS

>Discussion boards for Announcements, Help, and Ideas, links to support blog and FAQ

CONTACT US

> Contact information

JOIN NORTHSTARNET

> Information on becoming an “information provider” on NNS

REGIONAL RESOURCES

> A few outside links of special interest in the area (for example, Adult Reading round table, Northeastern Illinois Planning Committee)

COMMUNITIES ON NORTHSTARNET

> Community list 

> Links to community sites in the area

> Community map 

> An interactive map allowing you to find community websites hosted by NSN
> Library coordinator contact information

> Subject list 

> Arts, Culture, and Entertainment

> subcategories for museums, dance,art,  museums, movies, zoos, culture and events, galleries and museums, entertainment guides, theater, music, book discussion

> links to hosted sites in the community

> Business

> Community organizations

> Demographic information

> Education

> Government and politics

> Health and medicine

> Library

> Local history


> All these categories are set up

> Local media



in the same way as arts, 

> Religion



entertainment

> Restaurants and shopping

> Social services

> Sports and recreation

> Transportation



>subject list by community 

> a search using checkboxes for communities and topics.  You choose at least one topic and one community. You can also click on a community name for all the websites for that community.

SEORF: The Southeastern Ohio Regional Freenet (Breakdown by Tom)

Southeastern Ohio

www.seorf.ohiou.edu   

Pronounced surf…a community based network dedicated to providing all citizens of the region with low-cost access to information and communication resources.  SEORF provides two-way communication for local, regional and global points of contact for southeastern Ohio. 

 This is a multilayered page.  From the top down the page offers ample link options.  It is visually attractive, with a nice logo placed prominently at the center of the page, above the fold, in easy to see colors. Links embedded in the logo allow the user to go to local weather, view the Ohio region, view a link called “SEORF Feature,” view a link called about SEORF, and another called The Community.  This logo is actually the heart of navigation on the page.  Other links located on the page are conveniences.


 Immediately below that grouping there is a text welcome to the page explaining what SEORF is and who it serves.  Below that paragraph is a brief listing of links in two columns; the first column of links lead the user to the help desk, personal services, “How To” become a member information, and “How to” provide information to SEORF.  The second column provides links to 

What SEORF calls a “Notable SEORF Site,” in this case the link is to a flood monitoring site that assists in monitoring precipitation and stream rise events, the next item in the second column is a link to “Visit our Community,” which provides a complete listing of SEORF Information Providers and other community links.

 At the top and the bottom of the page there are links to Personal Services, About SEORF and About the Community.  Additionally, the top of the page provides links to weather and “view SE Ohio,” and the SEORF feature site, the bottom of the page add a link to “links to the world.”  There are subtle differences in the link offerings, but they add some variety for the user, repeat some useful links as you travel down the page, and offer something entirely new at the bottom of the page.  Between the text links at the top of the page and the SEORF logo is some text information that doesn’t make sense at first, and maybe not till you have navigated the page for awhile.  It is the telnet information that is required for SEORF members to use for their login purposes to use certain features of SEORF, this is a limited accessibility site; some levels of service are member access only, the application form is downloadable at the site.

 It is useful to note here that the links at the top of the page are in a text format and are not all that noticeable when you first hit the page because they are somewhat small compared to the size of links elsewhere on the page. My eye was drawn to the rest of the page because I hoped the links were repeated elsewhere and I wouldn’t have to use the very small links at the top of the page.  Luckily, the links at the top are all located prominently elsewhere in the body of the page. 

 The links at the bottom of the page are rendered in a more graphic format, still text, but larger, softer, with a shadow all around the text, like a cloud almost, but not like a drawing, and an outline edge to the letters.  All the fonts used on the page, except the fonts used in the logo itself are rendered without serif, they are easy to read.  The lettering used to make up the logo is large, serifed and displayed prominently.  When SEORF is written elsewhere on the page, it is written in san-serif text, not in a mini-logo.   The web consistently uses a medium green to indicate links on their pages, other text is black.

See Appendix 1

Now for the links – From the Logo out

The Weather
The page provides several links to weather information

Local Services 1 OL >

State Services 2 OL >

National Services  4 OL >

University Services 1 OL >

View Southeastern Ohio
Links to two galleries with photos of the region, one of the links is dead.

SEORF Feature
This is, apparently, a link to a rotating feature of interest.  In the last week it has been a link to a writers helping writers site.  There is no indication of how often, or when the feature site changes.

About SEORF
This is the “how to” site for SEORF.  Everything you need to know to participate, modify, exit and research the organization is here.   All the forms, the contacts, the FAQ pages are linked to from this page.

The Community or the About Our Community links on SEORF take you to a page rich with links.  Again, the page is laid out in two discrete columns; the links continue to be in a medium green, the static text in black.  Fonts continue to be sans serif. 

The links on the left include: 

Arts and Culture The link is described as rich in history, culture and the arts.  It contains an alphabetical listing of links to regional art, music, and cultural sites and societies

They are not listed by Subject;

African-American Experience > References to Ohio 1 OL

                                              Research in Ohio 1 OL

                                              Underground Railroad Research Center 1 OL

                                              Underground Railroad Research Center, Athens and 

                                              Washington Counties 1 OL

Art > Alliances and Societies, Public 2 OL 

         Alliances and Societies, Education 3 OL

         Facilities 3 O > For the Disabled 1 OL

Books > Online Audio Readings 1 OL

Historical > Alliance and Societies > 2 OL State > 1 OL County > 1OL 

                 Monuments > State > 2 OL

                 Museums > State 2 OL >County 1 OL

                 Facilities > State 3 OL

Humanities > Councils > State 1 OL                   

Music > Network > 1 OL

             Houses > Opera 1 OL                 

Parks > State 1 OL

Theatre > Year Round 1 OL

                Summer 1 OL

                Moveable 1 OL

Tourism > Photographic Tour 1 OL *One dead link

* There is a separate listing for Ohio University Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences Departments and Schools, although there are some cross-over references in the listings on the page just in the nature of the items.

Business and Economic Development Organizations

A link to the Southeastern Ohio Online Business Index, an alphabetical list of 95 regional businesses provided by SEORF and the Appalachian Center for Economic networks (ACEnet).

The Remainder of the page contains an alphabetical listing of links to:

Chambers of Commerce > 5 OL

Community Food Initiative > 1OL

Economic Networks > 1 OL

Innovation Centers I OL > Foundations > 1 OL

Small Business Development/Incubation Centers > 3 OL 

Women’s Education Business Support > I OL

Jobs databases > 3 OL State 1 OL > Ohio Employment Services 1 OL > Ohio University 1 OL

Community Calendar

This is actually the calendar from WOUB, the NPR station at OU.  There is a selectable menu across the top of the page that allows the user to opt for news, radio, television, community, arts, information about the station and send support.  On the page itself, the user has a left menu; a center section last lists daily events and a right menu area.  The left side of the page links the user to the public newsroom and the public arts areas available through the radio station.  The right hand side of the page provides a keyword search text field option, with advanced, a block calendar laid out in a month format, complete with the option to go to the next month, and the option to submit an event for inclusion in the calendar.  The center of the page (and about 2/3’s of the page visually) is the meat of the page.  The information is a simple listing of an event – a date, with a title of the event and a location - linked to more information.  The linked page provides time, content, costs, duration, all the information available about the event   The calendar appears to stay pretty far ahead of the current date and is easy to navigate.

Community Organizations

Again, a site consistent approach to presentation with an alphabetical listing of information, but listed without subject headings.  It makes it difficult to find what you are looking for if you don’t know what the organizations do!  Alcoholics Anonymous is listed right there with the Athens A.M Rotary Club

Civic Groups > Arbor Day 1 OL > River Commission 1 OL

                   > Children 1 OL  

                   > Community Association 2 OL 

                   > Kiwanis 3 OL > 

                   > Masons 1 OL >

                   > Public Library 1 OL 

                   > Red Cross 2 OL

                   > Rotary 2 OL 

                   > Explorers and Scouts 2 OL

Community Action 1 OL > 

                   > Habitat for Humanity 1 OL

                   > Pound 1 OL

                   > Senior 3 OL  

                   > United Way 1 OL  

                   > Voting 1 OL

County/Municipal sites > County Sites 6 OL 

                                  > Sister City 1 O

Economic Improvement > Farmers Market 1 OL

                                    > Technology Fund 1 OL

Education > Civic 2 OL 

               > Disability Training 1 OL

               > International Students 1 OL

Healthcare > Health Improvement 1 OL

                 > Alcoholics Anonymous 2 OL

                 > Pregnancy Center 1 OL

                 > Shelters > Abuse 2 OL 

                                 > Emergency 1 OL

                                 > Animals 1 OL

Radio > Amateur 1 OL  

Recycling > 1 OL

Senior Centers > 2 OL

SEORFBOARD Conferencing Center
This is a simple page explaining the Discussion Board feature SEORF offers.   It stresses that there is no charge for use, that most discussions are public but there are private options and that you only need register to begin use.  This system allows audio and video to be included in the discussion but it is not a video/audio conferencing technology.

Government

Cities 3 OL 


> City Auditor 1 OL

               > City Council 1 OL

               > City Law Director 1 OL

               > City Mayor 1 OL

County Government Offices 2 OL > Red Cross 1 OL

Courts > Municipal 1 OL

State > Offices 5 OL

         > Agencies 1 OL

         > Employment 3 OL

Commissions and Associations > regional (Appalachian) and rural development information, and Ohio Township association 3 OL

Federal > U.S. Government nationwide (Congress, Office of the President) 4 OL

            > Congressional Record 1 OL

Health and Fitness Another alphabetical listing of links to resources…disappointing….

Hospitals > 4 OL 

              > Hospices 1 OL

Healthcare Systems > 1 OL > County Healthcare 1 OL

Specialists > 2 OL

Special features > 1 OL 

                        > Task Force 1 OL

Regional Centers > 1 OL

Directories > 1 OL

Programs > 5 OL 

Associations > 1 OL

Hobbies and Leisure 

Radio >

          > Amateur 4 OL

Genealogy > 1 OL

Knitting > 1 OL

Railroad > 1 OL

The links on the right of the page include: 

Libraries and Information Centers
The links lists several dozen resources 

Colleges and University Libraries > 8 OL

Public Libraries > 12 OL Branch sites 3 OL

State, National and Special Libraries and Databases > 24 OL

Library Literature 4 OL

More Library Links > 32 OL

Book and Author related Links > 20 OL

Ready Reference > a few dozen OL

Newspapers, Magazines, TV and Radio with RealAudio > several dozen OL
Search Engines and Indexes > 17 OL

Art galleries > 11 OL

Historical & Cultural Museums & Collections > 6 OL

Natural History Museums and Science Centers > 7 OL

Atlases, Maps & Gazetteers > 10 OL

Children’s Room > 19 OL

Teaching and Learning Resources > 31 OL

Miscellaneous Links > 2 OL 

The Media
Newspapers >

                   > Daily 7 OL 

                   > Weekly OL 

                   > College 2 OL 

                   > Online 10 OL

Radio >

          > Public 

> College 1 OL 

> Private 1 OL

Television > 

                > Public 1 OL 

                   > College 1 OL 

                > Private 6 OL 

                > Public Access 1 OL 

Ohio University

Home Page to the University – all subsequent links – a very complete web

Religion and Philosophy
Churches 26 OL

Synagogues 1 OL

Mosques 1 OL

Schools
School Districts 1 OL >

> City Schools 3 OL

> Secondary Schools 31

> Primary Schools    13  

Colleges and Universities 5 OL

Community Colleges 2 OL

Technical Schools 1 OL

Study Programs 2 OL >

                                > K-12 2 OL

                                > Adult Literacy 1 OL

Teaching Councils 2 OL

Science, Technology, and the Environment
Cities

Counties > Environment 8 OL

              > Science 3 OL

State > Environment 3 OL

> Technology 2 OL

Federal Environment > 2 OL

Ohio University provides links to all natural and physical sciences and technology departments and schools from this page.

Travel and Tourism
Visitor/Convention Bureaus 5 OL >

                                                > Tourism sites 2 OL

State Park 8 OL >

         > Forests 1 OL

Who’s On SEORF

Lists users currently logged in

Find a SEORF user
Allows you to look up a SEORF user

SEORF User Web Sites
A web space provided to SEORF users.  Not a bad idea…

Now to the top, in the middle, and at the bottom of the web site home page…

The only link different at the top of the page is:

The Personal Services page requires a membership.  You must be logged onto SEORF to access the page and you must use a program like telnet to gain access.  The membership form is found on the “How to become a member” page.  When you hit the link the page that comes up provides this information and a link to a command screen for Telnet big.seorf.ohiou.edu, it is a typical command screen, as you might see when you request a run screen from your “Start” menu.  There is a login prompt.  Note that the telnet is provided through Ohio U.

The links in the middle of the page include a “Help Desk” link.  It is part of the About SEORF link.  The help desk begins at the beginning and takes the user through all aspects of using the service.

The other link that is not found elsewhere on the web page is the link to the Flood Potential Monitoring site.  The page is apparently maintained by the American Red Cross and provides links to area watches and warnings for rivers, creeks and basins.  It also provides some discussion on rainfall in the area.  What I thought odd about the page, especially as the Red Cross appears to maintains it, is that there are no precautions as to how one might prepare for high water or how to make a safe exit in front of it.

The other links in the middle of the page are found elsewhere and have already been attended to.

The links that are different at the bottom of the page include:

the Home page link and the links to the world.

The links to the World were a bit disappointing…there were only three…the global schoolnet foundation, the worldwide network services link and a link to libraries and information centers.

Many of the links were dead, and the link to K-12 resources was not on their own education page. Odd.  The libraries and Information centers page is an exact replica of the page already reviewed, nothing different.  So, they are only fooling themselves!

Finally, I get to go home.  It did what it was supposed to do.  Take me back to the beginning.

*Please note*
At the bottom of each of these pages is the repeat of the template member links…Home, About SEORF, About Our Community, Links to the World, and Personal Services.

America’s Caribbean Paradise: US Virgin Islands Guide (Breakdown by Andy)

US Virgin Islands

http://www.usvi.net/

Getting Here



Airfare



Inter island Carriers


Getting Around--Mostly car rental places and ferry schedules 

News & Current Events--Press releases from VI Dept. of Tourism plus info on 

Carnival and other events.  ** Nice feature is link to “Virgin Voices” an online weekly like Metro Pulse.


Sporting Events—Tourist oriented.  Ex: Blue Marlin fishing or a Regatta


The Arts—Feature V.I. artists, museums and studios

Misc.—Photo gallery of the Islands as well as a link to an amusement park-like attraction

Virgin Islands Marketplace—Links to commercial sites of local vendors and restaurants organized under general headings; Restaurants, Shopping, Yachts, etc.

Community—Lists of links and phone number for various hospitals and non-profits

Business—Links to real estate, legal and corporate services websites.

Government—Must be for local islanders ** Password protected/ must have an account**

Tropical weather update—“Crown Weather Services” wide variety of weather info on Caribbean including impressive array of weather maps, nautical maps, satellite maps, etc.

What’s Up?


Calendar of Events—Click on days of the calendar for info.


Tourist Information—Takes you to “US Virgin Island Tour Guide” page noted 

above

Accommodations—Realtor or apartment rentals by island


St. Thomas



St. John


St. Croix

Restaurants—List by categories related to tourist interest, ex: romantic setting, late night dining, authentic West Indies, etc.

Dining

Water sports—Maps and pictures of marinas and beaches a nice touch otherwise rather standard listing of watersport tour companies and opportunities.

Sailing


Fishing


Diving


Marinas


Beaches


Water sports
What to do and see—Day trips and History links don’t appear to work.  Attractions only take you to St. Thomas features.


Attractions


Day Trips


History

Facts and Maps


Maps


Weather

USVI links—Good general links to a variety of basic info sites regarding USVI as well as government sites.

Golf

Weddings and Honeymoons




Real Estate—Link from Business site noted above.
Send an E-Postcard—**Doesn’t work
Track Your Flight

St. Croix


Accommodations


Restaurants


Attractions


Sailing



Diving


Beaches


Marina


History

St. Thomas


Accommodations


Restaurants


Attractions


Sailing


Diving


Beaches


Getting Around


Marina

St. John


Accommodations


Restaurants


Attractions


Sailing



Diving


Beaches


Water sports

Natural History


Getting Around


Anchorage

Webcam Service—Webcam is listed as temporarily unavailable but hasn’t been up the last couple weeks.

***Another feature on the home page was a paragraph offering a brief description of the USVI and noting features of interest to tourists.  These features of interest are hyperlinked but none of them appear to work.  I assume they help you bypass looking at the lists of other links for what you want.

WCICNet (Breakdown by Connie)
West Central Indiana Community Network

http://www.wcic.org/
About WCICNet

> WCICNet Organization


> WCICNet Bylaws – bylaws of the WCIC Network


> Board of Directors – list of WCICNet Board of Directors

> WCICNet Membership – short information about WCICNet membership

> WCICNet User Policies – legal document stating acceptable use policy

> Guidelines and Procedures


> Netiquette Guidelines – guidelines they wish users to abide by while using their site.


> Website Guidelines – no link for this category.


> Procedues for Filing Complaints – one sentence regarding complaints.


> Security Breach Procedures – What you can do to get kicked out of this organization, or banned from their website.

> Suggestions to Parents – some information for parents regarding the diverse nature of the internet, and how to guide your child to appropriate places and keep they away from inappropriate things.

> Site Navigation – what this site has to offer, and how to get around…still not a site map

> WCICNet Board Meetings/Minutes – minutes from board meetings

Business

> Chambers of Commerce

> Apartments and Real Estate

> Automotive Businesses

> Business and Residential Services

> Construction, Manufacturing, and Utilities

> Dining, Catering, and Lodging

> Financial and Legal Services

> Banks and Credit Unions

> Insurance and Title Services

> Lawyers and Legal Services

> Mortgages and Investment Services

> Retail Stores and Malls


> Beauty and Health Stores

> Department and Super Stores

> Discount and Outlet Stores – no link for this category.
> Grocery and Liquor Stores

> Specialty Stores and Services

> Telecommunications

> Internet

> Telephone

> Television

> Travel and Transportation

> Car and Truck Rentals

> Movers and Shipping

> Travel Services

> Transportation

Calendars

> Lafayette Online Community Calendar

> Prophetstown Calendar of Events

> Purdue University Calendar of Events 

Education

> Preschools

> Private Schools

> Public Schools

> Colleges & Universities

> Adult & Continuing Education

> Libraries

> Museums

Entertainment

> Tippecanoe Arts Federation Revised
> Literary Arts – no link for this category.
> Movie Theatres & Video Rentals

Musical Arts

> Theatrical & Performing Arts

> Visual Arts

> Other Entertainment

Government

> Cities & Towns

> Counties

> State

> Federal

> International

Healthcare

> Adult Care, Nursing Homes & Nursing Services

> Chiropractors & Podiatrists

> Dental Care & Eye Care

> Hospitals, HMOs, Clinics & Hospices

> Nutritionists, Dietitians, & Holistic Care – no link for this category.
> Support & Recovery Groups

> Pharmacies

> Physical Therapists & Rehabilitation – no link for this category.
> Physicians & Surgeons

> Psychiatrists, Psychologists & Therapists

> Veterinarians – no link for this category.
News

> Newspapers

> Radio Stations

> Television Stations

> Newsletters, Magazines and Other Publications

> Online News

Organizations

> Agricultural and Environmental

> Business, Professional and Career

> Civic, Political, and Public Affairs

> Educational, Self-improvement and Self-Help

> Family and Youth

> Veteran, Military and Patriotic

Religion

> A-E

> F-G

> H-M

> N-T

> U-Z

**Religious Organizations are grouped alphabetically, you’d have to use the search page to find an organization if you only have a partial name…cannot seach by type, but it is possible to browse because there are not very many in each section.

Social Services

> Children and Youth – no link for this category.
> Counseling and Mental Health

> Emergency Assistance

> Employment and Training

> Families

> Housing Assistance – no link for this category.
> Legal Assistance

> Senior Citizens – no link for this category.
> Special Needs and Disabilities – no link for this category.
> Support Groups – no link for this category.
Sports

> Parks

> Participant Sports

> Physical Fitness

> Spectator Sports

Weather

> Local Weather – Greater Lafayette, Indiana, Midwest Weather

> National Weather – National and International Weather

> Severe Weather – Storms

> Climate Issues – Climate Changes, Global Warming

> Atmospheric Optics – Rainbows, Halos, Mirages

> Astronomical Applications – Sunrise/Sunset, Moon Phases, Meteors, Mars

> Space Weather – Auroras, Sunspots, Solar Flares

> Time – Current Time, Calendars, Timelines

> Miscellaneous Links – Weather Proverbs, Calculations, Glossary

IV. Conclusions and experiences
Sara

I found the analysis of community network websites to be a very interesting experience.  Not having had much to do with website design previously, I learned quite a bit about usability and design.  The project provided an opportunity to see, in a practical environment, the information retrieval and design subjects talked about in class.  For example, the importance of authority and vocabulary control is easy to understand when one sees a website which uses different terms, in different places, to link to the same object.  Obviously, confusion occurs.  Classification systems and indexing also played a large part in the analysis of website design.  Classification systems tend to be less visible when they are used well, such as in DET, and very glaring when used poorly, such as in the directory section of NorthStarNet, which was one of the websites that I analyzed and compared to DET.  Abstracting and the use of abstracting was also a point which came up, such as in the directory of DET, where some outside links are given a short description, or abstract, of what they are about.   These and other class content topics (subject access, metadata, system design) came up repeatedly in the analyses done for the project, although often they were in the guise of different, more everyday vocabulary.  Having a practical focus for the class content was very helpful in placing it in a usable frame of reference.  
Andy

Overall, I can honestly say that the group project has been my favorite part of taking IS520 although I wasn’t sure that was going to be the case when it first started out. Mostly this is because I was out of town for nearly three straight weeks from the time we signed up for the project to the time we gave our presentations so although I was able to stay in touch with my group via e-mail, I felt a little disconnected from everything they were doing.  I found however that I was blessed with a very sharp and motivated group of people who did a great deal to bring me up to speed and seek my input when I did come back.  The past couple weeks have been very intense in terms of wrapping up loose ends, writing reports, working on Powerpoint slides and rehearsing our presentation, but when I look at how much we’ve done and how it all has come together so well I believe it was very much worth it and I want to thank my team for letting me be part of it.

I would also like to say that it was very smart to connect our class work with real life opportunities like assisting Mr. Massey with his attempt to improve the DiscoverET.org website.  In many ways, the assignments and readings we did in class were heavy on theory and it was sometimes difficult to see the real world implications of it all but our individual projects allowed us to apply bits and pieces of our new knowledge as well as engage our creative instincts and put them to a good cause.  In fact, what was most exciting for me was the thought that the work I’m doing may one day make a wonderful community resource like the DiscoverET.org website even better and that much more enjoyable to use.  At this point I can’t say how much of an impact all of our work might have but I really enjoyed the challenge and as I said above I couldn’t have shared that experience with a better group of people. 

Tom

Connie


I found this project to be a great learning experience and I was able to see various ways in which the topics presented in class related to community websites and websites in general. Searching within various sites and the internet in general pertains mostly to information retrieval systems, and how items within that system are organized deal with classification and keyword searching. From a usability standpoint, I have always been interested in ways in which things can be better organized so that [information objects] items can be found easier. I feel that in order to make things more accessible it is more important to de-clutter and have access points more visible, than to have multiple access points scattered throughout a page. For example, you walk into a room, and you see pens, pencils, and paper of all shapes sizes and colors scattered all over the room…while you will be able to find what you need when you walk in you’re more likely to feel overwhelmed by the sheer number of items you’ve just been presented with. On the other hand, if you walk into a room, and there’s a drawer for pencils, a drawer for pens, and a drawer for paper, then within each of these drawers the items are organized…the user will then be able to easily and quickly find exactly everything they require. One access point for multiple items, even though there may be various ways in which the items can be represented. This can be represented on a webpage using headings and subheadings….also utilizing the breadcrumbs feature so that the user knows exactly what path was taken. All in all this was a very enlightening experience and I feel that Mr. Massey should be able to get as much out of our work as we have.

Presentation materials
A. Outline (handouts)
Presentation Outline
I. Introduction (Connie)
· What is our project

· Process
· Issues & Concerns
II. Class topics and their relationship to your project

· Searching & Information Retrieval (Andy)

· Community Websites: Digital Libraries? (Sara)

· Classification as Menus (Tom)
III. Case-Studies and their Critique based on class topics or more

· Boulder (Tom)

· Volunteer Opportunities

· Various Web & Category Directors

· Fundraising

· Mouseovers

· US Virgin Islands (Andy)

· Overview

· Searching

· What works, What doesn’t

· Fortnet (Sara)

· Searching

· Accessibility

· Fairnet (Connie)

· Overview

· Breadcrumbs

· Searching
IV. DiscoverET.org Overview
· Analysis of DiscoverET designs (Tom)

· Main Menu

· Sponsors and Tips

· Footer

· Top Menu

· Duplication of Links

· Links

· Directory

· Directory Tools

· Blogs

· Yellow Pages

· Alphabetical Directory List

V. Design Solutions & Recommendations

· Web design solutions
· Calendar (Connie)

· Current Design

· Proposed Program Change

· Adaptability

· Color Palette (Connie)

· Searching (Andy)

· Search Tips

· Find a Categories

· Category Indexes

· Layout and Menu options (Sara)

· Overall Design

· Link Duplication

· Menus

· News and Weather

· Changing Menu

· Font Sizes

· White Space

· Busyness

· Design Solution

VI. Future Considerations (Tom)

· Volunteer Opportunities (Practicums or Internships)

· Publicity & Fundraising Ideas 

· User Survey
Homepage Screenshots
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 Find things to do in the Events Calendar
© Add Your Event.
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© Save Mount Nebo
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Member Services and DiscoverET.org Webmaster. See Details.

Member News ore

Toys for Disabled Children
ETTAC - the East Tennessee Technology Access Center - is holding
its annual "Toy Tech Event” on Saturday, Dec. 5. Volunteers adapt
donated electric-powered toys so that children with disabilties can
use them. To donate or receive a oy, contact ETTAC at (865)
219-0130. See the calendar detail page for this event.
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Highlights the work of one of our dedicated volunteers!

Last Update: 11/06/2005 17:13:00 by the Community Center Developer
Feedback About BCN Donate Search BCN Voluteer!





FAIRNET

[image: image26.jpg]FairNet's mission is to build and strengthen existing communities through shared and integrated

information services. We promote computer and telecommunications literacy, and support access to
electronic information for all people.

FairNet
Content provided by FairNet, Inc.

Alaska
Information and resources regarding the
State of Alaska

Employment
Employment resources for interior Alaska

Education
General education and assitive
considerations.

Fairbanks
Information on the City of Fairbanks and the
surrounding areas

Computers
Computer information and tutorials

Local Tourism
Helpful links for visitors to the interior

— T

")




FORTNET

[image: image27.jpg]) Forthet
heh i

About Us
Arts
Business
Calendar
Community
Education
Environment
Government
Health

Help
Neighbors
News
Recreation
Search
Weather
What's New

1095 Forovr

FortNer - Your Town on the Net

FortNet s a public service organization
dedicated to introducing Internet technologies to
Northern Colorado cifizens. We would iike you
to think of us as your virtual community. Our
pages are the most comprehensive listings of
places to go to find out about Your Town on the
Net

We support non-profit organizations that are
invited to become Information Providers. FortNet
hosts these web pages and can help build them
atno charge.

*CSU Admin. in Fall”

You can find information about free computer and Internet classes. If you want to learn HTML
join our HTML Team . To let others know about you, post your organization's events on the
FortNet Community Calendar. And if you want your business or organization's web page linked
let us know

You may navigate this site using the list to the left or by using the Site Map.

Enjoy your visitto Your Town on the Net.

FortNet is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit publicly supported organization. Your contributions
are tax deductible as provided in Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code
Donation Form

FortNet provides links to websites maintained by hundreds of businesses and
organizations in Norther Colorado. While every effort is made to ensure accuracy
of these websites, FortNet is not responsible for the content of these pages.
Please notify us if you find a problem or broken link. Thank you!

[

Webmaster
red by 2.0

e APACHE
Clarke

Computer Web hosfing provided by tummy.com
Company

‘Copyright © 1998.2005 Fortiet
Lest update: Wednesdsy, 06-Jul 2005 03:31:28 MDT

Home | Site Map | Feedback

Please report any technical problems with these pages to webmaster @fortnct org
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NorthStarNet

#1Information Source for Over 120 Chicago Area Communities
Powered by Librarians — Your Information Professionals

Search NSN
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Welcome to the SouthEastern Ohio Regional Freenet

The SouthEastem Ohio Regional Freenet (SEORF, pronounced "surf") is a community-based network dedicated to providing all citizens
of our region with low-cost access to information and communication resources. SEORF offers community members the opportunity to
‘communicate with others in the area and around the world to access information of local, regional, and intemational interest. The SEORF
web site enables people around the world to find out about the unique qualities of southeaster Ohio.

The Help Desk Notable SEORF Site:

Personal Services Flood Potential Monitoring

R e
rowser

counties, to assist in monitoring precipitation and

stream rise events.
How to Become a Member of SEORE

Visit "About Our Community” for a complete
ion Provider listing of SEORF Information Providers and other

community links

How to Become a SEORF Infors

£

YR dj ervice:

Copyright © SEORF
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lasting memories.

st. Croix

St. Thomas.
They're_your isiands.
The U.S. Virgin Islands Tourist Guide

Vacation, Business, & Shopping Information
for St. Croix, St. Thomas, St. John

St John

. Stroll through the
Virgin Islands Marketplace
arrange the perfect vacation, and relax.

B From Accommedations to Yachts. The WebCam Service Is

= Temporarily Un-Available

Virgin Islands

Community
B Local News and Happenings Nonprofit
Organizations

Virgin Islands
Business
Business Information Trade Associations

Cruise Ships Schadule

Virgin Islands
Government

Al the Branches and Agencies of the
‘Government of the U.S.V.L.

ntact Us

Copyright © 2004
AllRights Raserved
Designed and Programmad by COBEXS





WCICNet

[image: image31.jpg]Welcome to

WCICNet

West Central Indiana Community Network
Your local access to the Internet and the World

Welcome to the West Central Indiana Community Network. Rather
than limiting access to the diverse intemet, WCICNet encourages user
caution and responsibility. The Community Information menu is always on
the left Additional selections are listed below. Further connection with
WCICNet constitutes your agreement with the user policies and guidelines
provided in the About WCICNet menu. Check our What's New below for
the latest information

What's New User Pages Comments

NOTERE ComETNITY]
ETHORK 4SSCOIATION|





B. PowerPoint Presentation Slides

V.  Appendices
A. Meeting Minutes

MEETING #1: 

Date: Sunday, October 9, 2005 – 12:30-1:20pm
Location: Music Library 301A
Members Present: Sara McCormick, Thomas Mosley, Connie Steigenga

Members Absent: Andy Madson (not yet in group)
· Group met in Music 301A and discussed what we need to accomplish in this project.

· We looked at a number of websites and discussed what we did/did not like about the ones we looked at.

· We set up general goals for the project, listing things that need to be accomplished
· Discussed things that we would like to talk to David Massey about

Things to work on:

Pick a short list of websites for group members to analyze (Sara)

From the list of websites, pick 2 to break down into categories (all)
MEETING #2
Date: Tuesday, November 1, 2005 – 10:00am-12:00pm

Location: Met in the classroom and moved to the presentation room in the Commons

Members Present: Sara McCormick, Thomas Mosley, Connie Steigenga

Members Absent: Andy Madson (out of town at his sister’s wedding)
· Reviewed where we are in the large scheme of things.

· Group met in the presentation room in the Commons and discussed which of the websites we analyzed we want to use in the compare-contrast section of the project.
· Decided to use the Fairbanks website because of the cleanliness, simplicity, organization and overall layout

· Looked at some website examples on the smart board, so that we could compare various sites and color schemes

· Discussed next steps in developing the presentation, laying out elements we need to create for the presentation
· Snag-It screenshots for use in examples of various items

· Examples – “The good, the bad and the ugly”

· Discussed criteria for building recommendations and design solutions
Things to work on:

Color Scheme recommendations (Connie)

Placement of features on DiscoverET.org (Sara)

Overall layout and indexing of DiscoverET.org (Tom)

Closer look at Fairnet.org (Andy)

MEETING #3
Date: Thursday, November 3, 2005 – 10:15am-12:00pm

Location: School of Information Sciences

Members Present: Sara McCormick, Thomas Mosley, Connie Steigenga

Members Absent: Andy Madson (still out of town at sister’s wedding)

· We had a short meeting prior to meeting with Professor Mehra, Sarah started a new job today so she showed up around 10:45.
· Tom and Connie met at 10:15 am and discussed what we’ve worked on since last Tuesday.

· Discussed color palette scheme and calendar program recommendations in addition to the overall layout and organization of DiscoverET.org.

· Meeting with Professor Mehra helped define some of the elements of the project that we have not yet talked about (i.e. table of contents, other project documentation)

· We expressed some of our concerns as well as things we have already worked on

· Found out what the expectations are for ideas presented in class during our presentation
· List “Future Points to Consider” within topic areas discussed in presentation based on comments received

Things to work on:

Table of Contents for project (Connie)

Pick date for project presentation [November 29 or December 6]

Where do items from project intersect with topics presented in class?

DEADLINE: DECEMBER 8, 2005 – everything must be complete and handed in at this time.

MEETING #4

Date: Thursday, November 24, 2005 – 5:00pm-6:00pm

Location: Music Library 301A

Members Present: Andy Madson, Sarak McCormick, Thomas Mosley, Connie Steigenga

Members Absent: none

· We had a short meeting to discuss what was left to accomplish with the project. A to-do list was made and group members volunteered for activities to complete.

· Discussed what we would like to cover in our presentation and the layout of our PowerPoint presentation.

· We talked briefly about what we’ve already done so that Andy would know some of the background of the project so he can help out with more of the assignments. 
· We hope to get together Monday before the presentation to for a complete run-through and discussion of points to cover. 

Lots of things to work on. 
Presentation date is November 29th, all project documentations are due on December 8th.

B. Group Journal

October 5 -

We have exchanged information about web sites in the last two weeks. Each of us has explored the web, searching for other community oriented webs in order to have something on which to base a case analysis and which we could include in our list of comparison/recommendation sites.

October 9 -

We met and reviewed the requirements of this project, arranging each of the components into a manageable order and developing a plan of action that will allow us to approach completion in a reasonable amount of time with a serviceable product for DiscoverET.

Among the questions we found we needed to ask Mr. Massey are:  what sites did they use as samples from which they built their site as it now stands, what software are they using (so we can determine what limitations with which they may be working), how aware is the webmaster of this project and will the webmaster be approached before or after the project is completed and submitted?

We have agreed to review our existing lists of comparable webs and determine which of those we will retain for use in our end product, and determine which site we will use for the case analysis.  Theoretically, this site will be one that will reinforce more of what we would like to see in the end result for DiscoverET than for the form it currently presents.

We will meet shortly Tuesday, October 11, to review the sites to include and go from there.  We need to know – when we may contact Mr. Massey, What about our questions…should we present them to him now, or later, when the project is further is along.

October 14 - 

We continue to work and will try to complete what we can during fall break.  Each member has taken a couple of webs to evaluate/breakdown.  Andy is to submit some new sites this weekend and break those down too.  We hope to select one for comparison by Tuesday, and to arrange for a meeting with Dr. Mehra.  I will work on both sites this weekend and send to group.  A new target date for completion of site reviews is set for October 30.  We will hold our decisions to select a site for more discrete analysis until we have completed the site surveys.

October 16 – Connie completed the breakdown of both Fairnet.org and wcic.org and sent them to the group. Really like the breadcrumbs that were used in the Fairnet.org website.  

October 27 - Connie and Sara continue to work on their sites, Andy is working on one.  We hope to have them done by the new target date – October 30.


October 30 - Everyone has completed their site reviews, a little behind schedule, but the reviews are pretty precise and we have been able to identify some good and bad points about the web sites we reviewed.

Have worked on sites and received sites from others.  We will meet November 1 to discuss next steps.  Andy won’t be at this meeting, nor at the meeting with Dr. Mehra, Thursday, November 3.  Today, I would like to discuss contact with Mr. Massey and webmaster to discuss their resources, how we are to dissect the DiscoverET web, how we are to build the presentation and what it should contain and who will do what portion of each of these elements.  

November 1 - We met in the classroom today at our normal meeting time and moved to the commons presentation room, this enabled us to pull up the sites we have been working on and discuss our next steps.  Connie, Sara and Tom attended.  Andy is out of town, his sister is getting married.  We have asked him to provide a phone number so we can include him Thursday.

Today we reviewed were we are – what the site reviews have told us and what our next steps are.  We decided that the next steps should include a more complete analysis of DiscoverET, a discussion of the presentation, and arranging a talk with Mr. Massey and the webmaster for DiscoverET.

We have decided to study the Fairbanks site.  It has good layout, good color combinations, is not too cluttered and still has considerable content.  There are some surprises on the page as well.  I think it is a good choice for us.

We then began discussing how to prepare for the next step of developing the presentation and preparing it.  During the discussion we laid out these elements for which we need to plan -
Presentation – 

Snag-It of DiscoverET home page and other sites used in the analysis to determine where they fit in the presentation – these pics will be embedded in a PowerPoint presentation; we also want to look at separate bits of the site analyses we have completed and select some examples – the good, the bad, and the ugly – to demonstrate some of what we found and some of the information on which we based our recommendations.

We next discussed the criteria on which we would build our recommendations – the organization of the page, subject headings, sub-headings, etc.  During that portion of the discussion we opted to discuss what kinds of materials we would need to prepare for the in-class presentation, we decided on the slideshow, a handout of the slideshow – 3 to a page, printed on both sides, a copy of the synopsis of the work for each class member, Dr. Mehra and Mr. Massey – whoever is in attendance, we think 25 copies of each document will be sufficient for distribution; we will build a slightly different set of materials for our use in the presentation.

We then returned to the discussion about our recommendations for the web site, especially the visible appearance and the organizational features of the web site.  We all feel the color selection of the web needs to be touched up, and the page feels too busy.  We would like to see some consolidation of the information on the home page, making it more inviting to new and existing users, and easier to navigate from the home page to different subject indexes.

We also discussed things we might or might not use in our design, including color and graphics.  We made some decisions, especially about using a map of ET under the page and covered by color but very subdued.  The decision was that it might be too confusing, so we scrapped the idea.

We agreed to break down some of the work for the next few days – Connie will work on the colors and the logo layout, Sara will work on placement of features on the page, Tom will work on indexing in the subjects, and Andy will work on a closer scrutiny of the content of the www.Fairnet.org web page.  We will all work on breaking down the elements on the DiscoverET page.  We hope to have a better idea of who will do what by our meeting with Dr. Mehra, Thursday, November 3.

Other things we may include:

A short glossary for the class (mostly for those who are not web savvy) defining some terms, and programs that should we feel need to be utilized in the redesign of DiscoverET.org.


To be included:



* Breadcrumbs



* PHP



* SQL



* “Above the fold”



* Gif, Jpeg

C. List of all websites looked at for analysis

Samples from Tom: 

List of International Community Groups
http://www.interconnection.org/ngo/gallery.php 

Good


http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/ 
 

http://www.debra.org/ 
http://www.microsoft.com/technet/scriptcenter/default.mspx 

http://www.sans.org/resources/policies/ 

http://www.aapa.org/ 


 

http://www.nalp.org/ 

http://www.workforce.com/ 

http://www.cfed.org/ 

http://www.altrusa.com/Home/Default.asp 

http://www.nafa.org/ 

http://www.boliviaweb.com/ 

Not so Good
http://www.maori.org.nz/
http://www.aaup.org/
Samples from Sara:

Hoosiernet:

www.bloomington.in.us 

(Bloomington and Monroe county, Indiana)

Mountain area information network:   

www.main.nc.us
A nonprofit ISP for W. N. Carolina and nationwide – also community resource for 14 counties in W.N.C.

Fortnet:  Northern Colorado 

www.fortnet.org
Ft. Collins, CO and surrounding areas

Boone county community network

www.ibccn.org
Just Boone county Indiana—not  so good

North Georgia community foundation

www.ngcf.org
15 counties in NE GA. just nonprofit org. managing

Prairienet

www.prairienet.org
Champaign Urbana and surrounding region "Memberships offer email (POP or Webmail), a homepage, access to over 30,000 USENET newsgroups as well as local Champaign-Urbana cmi.* newsgroups, and PPP dialup Internet access with local numbers in Champaign-Urbana and Danville (56Kbps)." --web hosting

www.alin.or.ke
Arid lands information network/Kenya

www.susquehannacin.net
Not so Good

www.northstarnet.org
All of these sites have somewhat (and sometimes quite) different goals from each other and from DET – Chicago area
Other sites looked at:

www.usvi.net
US Virgin Islands

www.seorf.ohiou.edu
Southeastern Ohio

www.boulder.co.us or bcn.boulder.co.us

Boulder, CO

For some reason I'm having trouble with the link to this one.  It can be found on the Freenets and Community Networks page in the community resource guide that was posted on the discussion board, under Boulder Community Network.

www.fairnet.org
Fairbanks, Alaska

www.wcic.org
West Central Indiana

D. Short Glossary of terms used
All definitions are from: www.mcclurewebdesign.com/LB_Web_Glossary_ae.htm unless otherwise noted.
“Above the Fold” – The content that a user sees upon opening a document without having to scroll. All content below this is considered below the fold. Good web designs contain the most important info above the fold. 
Breadcrumbs – Navigational technique displaying all visited pages leading from the home page to the currently viewed page. All pages are linked for easy backwards navigation. Typically placed near the top of a web page. Example: Home >> Services >> Auto-Repair >> Trucks >> Transmission Repair 
GIF – Abbreviation for Graphics Interchange Format. One type of graphics format used commonly on web pages. These graphics can display up to 256 colors and are typical for illustrations, logos and icons, whereas jpeg graphics are more common for photos and texture-rich images.
JPEG – Abbreviation for Joint Photographic Experts Group. Commonly used graphic format (along with GIF) for web design. Generally used for photos and color-dense images.
PHP – Hypertext Preprocessor is an open source server side programming language extensively used for web scripts and to process data passed via the Common Gateway Interface from HTML forms etc. PHP can be written as scripts that reside on the server and may produce HTML output that downloads to the web browser. Alternatively, PHP can be embedded within HTML pages that are then saved with a .php file extension. The PHP sections of the page are then parsed by the PHP engine on the server and the PHP code stripped out before the page is downloaded to the web browser. [http://www.smallbizonline.co.uk/glossary_of_internet_terms.php]
SQL – SQL (Structured Query Language) is a standard interactive and programming language for getting information from and updating a database. Although SQL is both an ANSI and an ISO standard, many database products support SQL with proprietary extensions to the standard language. Queries take the form of a command language that lets you select, insert, update, find out the location of data, and so forth. There is also a programming interface. [www.shop-script.com/glossary.html]
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