Jinx Watson

Office hours & Advising by email jinxwats@utk.edu, phone 865-974-8612 or in person on Mondays, 1-5; Tuesdays 9-3; Wednesdays 12-2 – please call ahead

 IS 571 COURSE SCHEDULE

Spring 2007

Course Overview

Module I


Context of Children and Books

1/22
"The Great Ladies:" The Library and Publishing Worlds/Selection Aids (Blackboard discussion of Ursula Nordstrom & Ann Carroll Moore; BB discussion of the analyses of Horn Book, Kirkus, School Library Journal; asynchronous class)

1/29
Reading and Children: Public and School Libraries

Module II


 Introduction to the Elements of Literature

2/5


Character, plot and theme in Charlotte’s Web  

2/12


Setting, point of view, style and tone in Joey Pigza


2/19


Write Lukens paper (no class meeting; Lukens paper due 2/25)

Module III


Modern Realism

2/26


Selection Criteria; discuss Parvana’s Journey
Module IV


Historical Fiction


3/5


Selection Criteria; discuss The Birchbark House


3/12


Spring break



[Explore 50 Caldecott winners; find 1 to ‘be with’ & examine closely]

Module V


Picture Books


3/19


Technique, style and media

3/26


Elements of Design (picture book paper due 4/2)

Module VI


Poetry

4/2


Selection Criteria

Module VII


Traditional Literature


4/9


Motifs and blueprints across cultures



Module VIII


 Speculative/Fantasy Fiction

4/16


Selection Criteria; discuss When the Circus Comes to Town
Module IX

Information and Nonfiction Books
4/23
Selection Criteria; discuss It’s Our World, Too

Module X


Literature Across the Curriculum

4/30


What do we do with AR and all the management programs?

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS
1. Due before January 20.  Blackboard Discussion thread assignment: write a “reading autobiography” to inform each of us of our backgrounds, interests, early memories of being with books, reading and literacy in general.  Be specific with place, people, and titles.  You may want to call significant adults who inspired such literacy activity.  Read and comment on classmates' entries.  After you write and read these particular stories, wonder about the “barriers and supports” for early reading which affect young children, generally.  We will discuss in class, 1/29.
2. Be prepared with readings on day of class discussion:

Marcus, L. Dear Genius. 1/22

Sayers, Frances C. On Anne Carroll Moore (electronic reserve) 1/22
Lukens, R. Elements of Literature.  (character, plot and theme=2/5; point of view, setting, style and tone=2/12)
White. E.B,.Charlotte's Web. 2/5
Gantos, J. Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key. 2/12

Horvath, Polly. When the Circus Comes to Town 4/16
Hoose, Phillip. It’s our World Too 4/23
Silvey, A. Children’s Books and their Creators [optional throughout the course]

Sayers, F.C. The Disney Debate (electronic reserve) 4/9
Bohstedt (Watson), J. Old Tales for Young Tellers. (electronic reserve) 4/30

3.  Due 2/15. Lukens Paper. Send to electronic drop box. In order to gain an understanding of the art and technique of literature criticism as it is applied to children’s literature, a) re-read chapters 3-9 of Lukens’ A Critical Handbook of Children’s Literature; b) re-read E.B. White’s Charlotte’s Web as a touchstone book to appreciate Lukens’ insights into the elements of literature; c) and prepare a written critical appraisal of one of the Landmark books listed in assignment #6 list.  The double-spaced, word-processed, 12-15 page paper must include these parts: a) a brief plot summary intended for a child you want to entice to read the book; b) discussion, with examples from the book, of each of the literary elements discussed in Lukens in this order: character, plot, setting, theme, point of view, style, tone; c) summary critical evaluation of the book; in this section, discuss and comment upon 3 reviews of the chosen landmark book from appropriate book review journals.

4. Due 4/2. Picture Book Analysis. Send to electronic drop box. Read The Horn Book, March/April, 1998 edition special issue - “Picture Book.”  Read and “be with” one Caldecott Award or Caldecott Honor picture book.  Discuss the choices and decisions the illustrator made to seek unity of text and illustrations in use of media, design of elements, and style.  Notice how the pictures support the text.  Ask yourself what do the pictures tell which the text does not?  How does this winner achieve the “seamlessness” of picture and text to which Maurice Sendak alludes?  Notice the “whole” book - typography, layout, endpapers, frontispiece, size, shape of book, pages, characters, etc. which support and extend each book's themes.  

5. Due 4/9.  Discussion Board: a response to versions and variations of folktales.  Choose either 1) to review and comment on Kay Vandergrift's Website [http://www.scils.rutgers.edu/~kvander/] on "Snow White" or 2) review and comment on the Red Riding Hood Stories listed in "Learning Formats" under Course Documents.
6. Due April 30.   Book notes (running records).  As soon as you begin this course, keep in mind that you will select one Landmark book title for the Lukens paper. Throughout the semester, read and evaluate 20 books for children from the two lists below [2 classics (list a) and 18 landmark (list b)]. You may also select from the ALA Notable lists from the last 5 years. The point is to read NEW titles, stretch, get to know the authors that students do read and deserve to read! Please read across genre; read only one sample of best authors.

Instructions. Prepare handwritten notes with two columns: left column captures great quotes from the text with page numbers; the right-hand column invites your short response for meaning making. The titles of the columns might say:  "What the text says" and "What I say about the text."  I will accept photocopies of your notes sent via US mail. Purpose of the exercise is a) to read widely, across genre, new titles, etc. to become familiar with the authors and genre available for young readers and 2) to appreciate what catches your fancy, your eye, your heart and mind as you explore the texts.
